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butler's diary- 



' TX/HO is he ?' — is the firft 
^ ^ ^ thought which ariies in thd 
mind on feeing a perfon confpicuous, 
either in his qaitiage, his equipage, 
or his drefs,' This queftion fatisfiedi" 

it is immediately followed by * Who 

. * 

* was he ?'— but in juftice to the au- 
VOL. I. B thor 



2 A butler's diary. 

thor of the Diary, it is necef&ry I 
fliould revert the queftion, and by 
tracing, firft, who Sir Theophilus 
Clann was, bring my curious readers 
acquainted with ^ Who he is,* beg- 
ing permiffion at the fame time to 
fay, that I cannot, with any degree of 
accuracy, trace the family back far-, 
ther than the parent of the prcfent ba- 
ronet: for it would be illiberal to 
adopt ilories of ilander, and miflead 
my friends, fuch as, that Sir Theo- 
f hilus's grandfather fwept the fhop of 
an eminent Tobacconift, and married 
the maid ; how his matter did the 
&me — with many b/yws 2T)A]hows : 
far be it icom me to degrade the vir- 
tuous, or leiTen the merit of the ami-^ 

able: 
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able : Detradtion is a heinous fin. 
The certainty we have is, that Sir 
Theophilus's father was a merchant 
of eminence, in the city of London* 
and lived in the ftreet called Broad- 
ftreet, with reputation. Mr. Clann 
having only this fon, and his lady be- 
ing dead, he was indulged in every 
whim or caprice he adopted or inhe- 
rited from his parents: Twice he 
went to Holland, once to Lifbon^ 
and was adtually engaged in a fcheme 
to make the tour of Europe, witl> 
gentlemen of birth and fafhion, when 
the unfortunate death of his father 
protraded his intention. Mr. Clann 
died in a third fit of apoplexy, leav- 
ing a large fortune behind him, vntlix 

B a the 
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the additional charadler of having 
been what the prefent world calls 
a. good fort of a man, but how to 
define that moderap^erm, I own I am 
at' a lofs. Mr. Cknn was a fober 
man, becaufo he would not be at the 
expence of wine ; he therefore never 
indulged: in this luxury, but when it 
fell to the charge of. others : he was 
induftrious becaufe he would not bor- 
row j but he would neither lend, or 
give away -a farthing. He pafled un- 
heeded the cries of the wretched and 
miferable, and recoUefted not the be- 
n6di(5lion which was to faU on hini 
that confidereth the poor and needy, 
becaufe there were receptacles, pro- 
vided for all. Thus it is true, in 

' The 
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* The good fort of a man' we trace 
no vice, but at the fame time we can 
lay no claim to a fliare of a moral vir- 
tue. Mr. Clann'? greateft merit w^s 
in giving his fon a liberal education^ 
43iTiA ih6 i$i^rei^iaMe it is, in ^that the 
-'%tfrft 't>f'Jfec'^4iii«fel& ims fdie motive 

* 

i<vilieh imhaced - him tx) it : we feldom 
iecia^deficiaicy in aoy point wherefwe 
rhavd^adcaeeddi. TThc'dbfewrity.of his 

a m^Mer 4i£ iczpc AiO thofetironi whcsm 
hedefrivedit,^!^! j^ertieaifds dianoe; 
^r-eti*rlty>>i6Wgte land 

'1i54l«tt^«i thfef'i|wocki«i Jt^»o^nteae 
-four, iattd ^Mtiisnd thtee fix, hisnii- 
'tviral thrifts &cm xxiade 4iiin an adi^t 
mf bilt iKe pnndpes ■ Jbf .arith- 
• •"-> ^3 metic 
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metic remained unknown^ Additiea 
and niultiplication were words he 
well knew the meanini; of, but divi- 
fion^ or the praftice of it> he never 
would uncferftand: therefore, whenthis 
good £>rt of a man died> hekftallto 
hi^fon, towhom> in juitice we fhall 
add, hemadeaproperixfeof theedu- 
d^ion his father's liberality had he- 
flowed on him, for he did not as Is 
moil conunon, deipife the hand that 
had fevered the drofs from the pure 
mctalt but at his death lamented him 
with a decency becdming a fbn grate- 
ful £>r the benefits he* had received 
from his care, notwithflanding the 
krge and muiuficent fortune he left 
him. Mr» Clann's a£[airs, from the 

cxten- 
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exten/ive way of trade he was engaged 
in, became complex at his death, and 
the heir was obliged to continue a re- • 
fident in the city for fome time after 
the dcccafc of his father, till they were 
adjufted': during thefe months, an 
addrefs of congratulation to the king 
being prefented from that refpedtable 
corporation, Mr. Clann ftill retaining 
the name of merchant, was the per£>n 
who on the occafion was offered 
knighthood, which being accepted, 
he returned to Broad-ftrcet, with this 
additional honour, added to his other 
large inheritance : knpatient as the 
Ijeir was to quit a refidence fo con- 
fined for his expanded ideas. Sir The- 
ophilu^s, (as he now is) was neverthe- 

B 4 icfa 
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lefs obliged ^to endure the mortifica- 
tion for a^ year, at the expiration of 
which, all mourning for his father 
being ended, he found his joys^ as his 
happinefs, increafed, by the undoubted 
poflcflioa of an hundred . and fifty 
thoufand pounds, there needed no 
' . inor^ to a man of a liberal .educatiop j 
he immediately took a fHpGfb Iiq^^ 
in one of the polite fquarcs, had a ^[fiy 
carri^e, livery, witlj rich cap^riibftgd 
horfes, and Sir-TheojJiiluB Claiii, ;w4s 
fought for by the faihipnaible andga^, 
,as:an eligible companion and friend^; 
being thus fituated amidft the nobility 
of the nation, he began to looJcatthe 
obfcurity of hisown origin with difguft, 
apd as there remained no way to wipe 

off 
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<rfFthenift dfTnechanical inheritance, 
\(for money woald not jdoit) but by 
ibmegodd alliance. He, at the age of 
rtwenty^five, del:ermined to 'bury his 
iniignificance in the iUufh-ious titled 
:lacfy'8 iioWe blood> and by marrying 
with 'Lacfy Betty , Si^toh, daughter to 
the kte -Earl of Gravline, Inake up in 
his facccecjing genei'ation for the de- 
ficiency, which was uxore his misfor- 
iune thati his fault that he inherited. 
Lady Betty was every » way qualified 
for tlie undertafcirig, fhe not only 
iprung from anceftors noble by blood 
atnd birth, but (he equally valued her- 
felf on both : to efiutnerate the valiant 
•and the virtuous m her pedigree, was 
her greato& boait ^ and where they 

B 5 fought^ 
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fought> ^nd where they fell, the con- 
eluding burden of every tale. Lady 
Betty was otherwife qnalMed^ for fhe 
|iad not a fingle ihilling of fortune ; 
and Sir Theoph^os Clann having aa 
affluence,, which goes more towards 
ellablifhing a.family,^ ^an any one ar- 
ticle befides. Ber ladyfhijp readiljr 
fiibmitt9<^to a deficiency^ where ihe 
herfeif aboundfed,. and her lover find- 
ing fortune^, and ihe birth : the match> 
was foon concludiexl on^ and as fooa 
confummated, though to do» Lady 
Betty jftriiSk jufticc,. /he was a. fine 
woman ia pcrfon^. and. excelled', (asi 
£he theught)- in underftanding and 
. prudence,, moft of her fcx. Sir The> 

ophilua Clann was very fond of hik 

lady,. 
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kdy, as likewife very proud of her : 
he fubmitted to herdecifion in every 
things and as a few years brought a 
krge family round them, the fole ma- 
nagement was confided to her, and 
when they could fcarce lify, the 
words heroes and battles, the parade 
of precedency and rank were iitflilled 
on their young minds, wh3e the good 
fbrtof man lay undifturbed in filent dufty 
witalked of, unlamented, but not im-^ 
enjoyed^ Thisrifing family, it is necef- 
fary we fhould fpecify, in order to Uluf^ 
fntte our hiflory. Theophtlus Clann^ 
Efq. eMefl fon and heJr to the virtues, 
as welt as the eitate of this &mily,. 
was a young geiitTeman of fine endow- 
ments ; he had cdleSied aH that was* 

E6 combined 
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rcpiwbined HI hi^ mother'^ fajiiSy for. isi 
geaer^tion,, Jq enibelUfli ja; perfon, 
which only he took froqi ;hi§ fiither, 
tall aftd handfome : he had from the 
earlieft period been ^t-th^ Univerfity, 
and was now a geftdeman commoner 
fif Chrift Church college^ Oxford^ 

v. J^ . ' 

'where ;be ujTiilEy: teiided,. shd his ac- 
;guaintance much valued aod coveted 
/rom his polite manners^ md univer- 
ial philanthropy; th^.^jKajtions he 
ipent at home, wheil hist^^ther con?- 
-templated w^ith rapture this rifing or^- 
nament to her family, not that Mr.. 
Clann was herLadyfhip's particular fa.- 
vpurite, it was pride of birth made her 
behold her heir thus worthy th^ ho- 
.nour he would ppiTefs : This young 

.^ ^ , gentle^ 
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.^endenxan wms nowttiraed of twenty- 
four years of .age. The next ibri, 
Qeorge iUigpi^kus P.rcden Cknn, 
£fq.. was hamied in: honour of th^ 
jpnncCf Lad^ Betty deenung a high'*- 
^Hmdingname of great utility) as well 
■iSiS Fecommendation ; this fecond £on 
was intended for the lawy (and indeed 
by his mother for a future Lor^ Chan^ 
cellor) and Jbad been fbme -time en- 
tered at the middle tesxip^le, where he 
had chambers^ "and was in the office 
of a gentleman eraiiient at the bar^ os 
a councellor and orator *, whatever am- 
bition> his modier mi^t have refpeft- 
ing him, nature, and his^ own iii^ 
clinations, counteradted ; he had n^ 
inclinat!X» to fhine out of lii3 own 

chambers 
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chambers of law^ and when at home» 
to hav« the care of his fifters, and be 
confulted by them in the etiquette of 
their drefs, was his utmoft pride ; he^ 
confequently was a ^ great favourite 
with thofe kdies» and with juftne(s>. 
as he was truly amiable^ though he 
did not inherit fo much of the noble 
blood of the Saltonsr a$ hi& eldeft: 
brotheir • This gentleman only flood 
one yfear behind this brother, beings 
twenty three years iof age t the third 
in rotation> but firft in every grace of 
perfon and mind^ came Algernonr 
Clann -, at his birth his motheir had 
many doubts reiped:kig his name ; at 
firft it was to have been Ferdinand-, 
after Prince Ferdinand of Bninfwick, 

who 
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who had lately fignalized himfelf by 
ibme feat of valour; then it i^ras to 
have been Alfred, from the firft of 
that name ; at laft Algernon was fixfid 
on, not from any republican prind- 
pie, but it was noble, and had a good 
ibund. Under theie circumftances 
this young gentleman was chriflened 
Algernon, and is a captain in the army 
(rifing, in the imagination of his mo^ 
ther, towards being a general), and 
is now with his regiment at a diftant 
part of the kingdom : to do juftice to 
the merits erf* this noble youth, is a 
tafk inadequate to a pen of man. Na^ 
ture had bieen liberal to an extreme in 
tfie outward ornaments of his perfon t 
lbhixuT)d,y(SiS ftoredwith every moral 

Epod^ 
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^•gocydy baA trndenrftanding clear, judg-* 
ment folid. Heft with a temper the 
.mdft complestc, and a wUl to pleafe all> 
jtnd iiiafce happy, if in his power, tadi 
individual.: but I ftiall fay noimore at 
^prefent of dhis gentleman, as lik , vir- 
tues win all appear in the courie gf 
this work, unembelliihed 1>ut by the 
iimplc didlion of candour and troth : 
•a pen unfullied by die •expc£tati«n of 
applaufe^ the *filenty deliberate^ codi 
remembrancer only will trace his/cha^ 
radier : this young gentleman was the 
darling of his mother-, and now juft 
•arrived at the age of twenty-two^ 

We now come to a tafk which re- 
•quires the lightefl: touches of delicate 
criticifm, the female Hne : Mifs Clann 

5 followed 
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followed the. amiable Algernon in the 
courfe of four years, being eighteen 
years old ; this lady was named Elea- 
nora Wilhelmina Eudicia Gray ; this 
laft wa$ added. as a family name, (on 
Lady Betty '5 jfide) ihe having a brd- 
ther-tinrkw wito ^married her Lady- 
•£bip's. fitter, and who was ; very rich, 
vifith 106 :&mi^ of his 010m t Mifs 
-CknnlwsB 0(^luii^me,^t'ele^^«; 
ihe Uad ; unfortunately too knudi lof 
the grandfather (the good- fert bf^ 
.man), in her compofition, and a cer- 
4ain fdb&ih principle, which fufiircd 
not a benevolent -wifli to cxieiid be- 
yond herfelf and fiimily, a ilaia in the 
<^internaI^CDcbdlliihments of MifsClamt, 
which .^ >the blood of the Saltons 
: . ■ r could 
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could not eradicate* Mifs Clann was 
the darling of Sir Thebphilus, from 
a fimilarity of opinion, for though he 
gave the guidance of his family folely 
to Lady Betty, that the ruft of th^e 
Clanns might be totally rubbed off, 
yet he could not forget he had a 
father, and a good father too j 
that when any thing was ilrikit^Iy 
conipicuous in his Nell^ as he fre* 
quently called her, he could not 
help exclaiming, 'That is fo like 
your grandfather,' while Lady fietty 
would beg Sir Theophilus not to re- 
mind his daughter ihe , ever had ^ 
grandfather but the Earl c^ Gravline ; 
the fecond daughter, Mifs Conflan- 
tia Louifa Philadelphia Clann, was a 
thorough romp, fhe would ileal into 

Mr. 
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Mr. Humphry Rule's room, the ftew- 
ard, and diicompcfe all his regularity; 
fhe would hide his keys, mix his li-> 
quors, bum his bills, and that with 
fo much dexterity, that though ihe 
was always fu^Aed> ihe was never 
cau^t. Her btothers did not eicape 1 
ihe would mifplace their linen, when 
the -maid would be chid for negled:. 
Mils Conftantia was however upon 
the reierve before Lacfy BetQr, her 
mother^ of whom ihe flood in great 
fear. The young ladies were educated 
at home, and Mifs Conibmtia was. 
perfed: miilr^is of every female ac-> 
compliihment, which ihe attained 
with the greateit facility, notwith- 
ilanding her juvenile temper: ihe 

likewife 
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likewife excelled licr fift^ir in Ac 
charms of perfon, * being ^cdounted by 
the gentlemen to promife to be haiid- 
fome j -at prefent fhfe wii^otdy^fteen 
years c3cl : in tiift'fe, her' fellies df hik- 
• in»Ar/«he Yfks aiUMiHV h<f T^e^ft 

-die'^^tirchVf and'Tjy^ady ^Bifitty-, ko 
■^^'Vafcarit fefe oT^antet-bury) feut 

the igenins 'of -the )rerttftg geiitleman 
' ifia iKJt %etn 'to 'tend 'to fihe'^efiurdh 
^triiHtarit, hc'^kjokefl to a^taii^ett jadiset 
'^and' trowfcrs i and indeed his xdbnft 

conftittition fccmed to .warrant his 

idlediori^'^fbr his^ice was aslltrong^as 

a boat* 
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a boatfwairi's whifUe, he fwore with 
a ;grace> and for courage, he could 
oply be eq^wlled by the roysl navy of 
Great>Brita$ftr the bulwark of the 
'kingdom^. Lady Betty foon recon- 
ciled herfelf to his choice, if it was 
to be fo, as an admiral was equally 
eligible with-tbe- lawn fleeves and 
cowl. In this fifuation the family 
were at the commencement of the 
Diary, Lady Betty had for fome 
years been endeavouring to prevail on 
Sir Theophilus. to make, his honours 
hereditary, and (he had now accom- 
pUCbifdher vv^ifli. Sir Theophilus had 
obtairM^d a patent^ whicl] created- him 
a barpnety and on this new elevated 
diguky; they left their houfe in^town^ 

and 
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and retired to Iddleftone Lodge; m 
the county of Huntingdonftiire, there 
to enjoy the privacies of retirement^ 
and the comforts arifing from parade 
of rank, and a coiifcious fuperiori^« 



N 
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I M u s T rife betimes to-morrow ^ ' /*?: 
morning, laid Mr. Humphry Rule, 
the ftewanf, at five o'clock; every 
thing muft be in order; thefe new 

honours 
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honours will make Lady Betty more 
tenacious of the reijpedt which is due 
to her rank ; the houfe is well clean- 
ed ; the beds are aired. I wonder if 
the beautiful Mifs Barbara Eggerton 
will come with them ; but no doubt 
Sir Thcophilus knows how to manage 
that matter. The young 'Squire, Mr. 
Clann, will foon be at home : four- 
fcore thoufand pounds muft not be 
loft, and fuch %JiiRhwt lady too ; yet I 
believe (he loves Captain Clann beft; 
but Mrs. Bridget will tell us all when 
ijhe comes/ ihe knows all their fecre^s. 
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SATURDAY MORNINGr 



They are here, the coach is driving 
into the court yard ; fix horfeS;With 
four outriders : I muft attend^ they are 
getting out : firft> Sir Theophilus, 
my Lady, Mifs Clann, Mifs Conftan- 
tia, . and as I live, the fweet Mifs 
Eggerton : my old heart dances with 

rapture and love at fight of that young 

lady. 
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lady. Here is a poft chaife follows ; 
Mafter Bion^ and Mrs. Bridget, in 
the poft chaife. I have paid my re- 
fpedts, all well.— —How do you do, 
Mr. Humphry, faid Mifs Eggerton, 
I am come to vifit the lodge again. 
I am happy to fee you here, Miis : 
while Mifs Conftantia, with the voice 
of Robert the huntfman, tells me I 
(hall foon know Jhe is here. My 
Lady Betly chides her, and Mifs 
Clann, with a fcvere frown^ aiks If 
£he will never know her own flation^ 
while young Bion feems as if let looib 
jErom confinementj and has already 
had his horfe out of the flable, to 
give him one gallop round the lawn. 
Oh Mrs. Bridget, my dear Mrs. 
Bridget ! I am extremely glad to fee 
VOL. I. C you ; 
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you; accept of a kifs from zn old m^^ 
to welcome you to the Lodges thbugk 
it may tiot have the warmth of love,' 
it has that of fincerity, to enhance itp 
value. ^ Dear Mr. Humphry, you 
are always fo civil i I proteft I arri 
glad we are coiaip to the Lodge again i 
fuch fafs, Mr. Humphry, with our 
new honours 4 I am now only ftole 
down whiles the f^uiiily k at dinner*: 
But I 'fee, Mrs. Bridget, you hava 
brought your darling with you, Mi6 
Eggerton. Yes, you may be fure o£ 
that, the B^onet would 'Upt leave ber 
behind, Mr. Humphry ;- (kit has bcea 
with us this month paft : Sir Theo- 
philus did not like to truft her any 
longer with Mr. Calcraft j there is a 

fon 
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fon you know : true Bridget, but our 
young gentleman is expedted from 
college ; Is he not ? Yes, the voca-- 
tion begins foon, and the councellor 
is expe(3:ed, and the captain is to have 
leave of abfence from his regi- 
ment. Ah, Mr. Humphry, 

There is a talk his regiment w^ill be 
ordered to the Eaft Indies, with the 
new Governor- General, if fo, all my 
happinefs is at an end. I hope not 
Mrs.^ Bridget j it is true, years cocft 
the ardour of hope and expedition. 
We jOnce— — But let us not recall 
thoie days J yet we cannot forget them. 
I hope the young gentleman will not 
go, if he doe§, here is the 'fquire, fo 
pafiionately fond, as he i^, of Miis 
Eggerton, and a very amiable gentle - 

C 2 man. 
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man. I am as much interrefted in - 
the future happinefs of her, as you 
are, and think it would be a very hap- 
py match. Ah ! Mr. Humphry, you 
do not know all ; my dear lady, her 
mother, charged me on her d^th bed 
never to leave her Barbar^t till fhe 
was married, and that made me ac- 
cept Lady Betty's place, I afTure you, -^ 
Mr. Humphry ; for I knew Mifs Eg- j 
gerton would be niore here than at 
Mr. Calcraft's, for Sir James Egger- 
ton, her father, and Sir Thcophilus, 
were particular friends when at college 
together, and that made them wifli for 
young Mr. Clann to have her ; you 
know all her fortune is divided be- 
tween this family, if fhe marries with- 
out 
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out Sir Theophilus's confent. To be 
fure Mr. Clann doats on her, as I may 
fay, and a very clever man he is, but 
what fignifics that, Mr. Rule, you 
don't know all ; to be fure I do not 
Mrs. Wallace, yet I think Captain 
Algernon — Aye, there you arc 
right, if you knew as much as I do ; 
but I aflure you, Mr. Humphry, Mifs 
Eggerton will never have the 'fquire. 
Never I Mrs. Bridget : What, Will 
Ae forfeit her whole fortune ? Come, 
come, you ufed to tell me all the fe- 
qrtts of tl^ femily, who, I am fare, 
I refpeift and honour, having Uved 
with themthefe feven years. Come, 
why wont Mifs Eggerton have Yquire 
Clann? Have him, Mr* Humphry ; 

C 3 why 
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why fhe can't have him if fhe would. 
Can't have him, Mrs. Bridget, What 
do you mean ? What do I mean ; 
wliy" I mean iflie can't have him, be- 
caufe — becaufe— fhe is married al- 
ready to Captain Clann. Oh, Mr. 
Humphry, you have thefecret, which 
I promifed never to tell, but I always 
tell you every thing. Married to cap- 
tain Clann, Mrs. Bridget ! Well, I 
am glad of itj he, only, deferves 
that amiable, beautiful 'creature : I 
hope it will turn out happy. When 
was it ? About two months ag^. 
They took lodgings^ and were oirt- 
afked at a city parifh. We managed 
it very cleverly, I aflure you, nobody 
was prefent but me, and the parfon, 

and 
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and clerk, who gave her away ; the 
the captain left her in a week after- 
wards, but fibe eipedis 'every day to 
here fix>m himrwken he will come 

* ■ 

home ; her letters^ will come under 
cover, direfted to me, (Mrs. Wallace.) 
You will tflJiLcthemio^Mx:, H imphry, 
and never tell thefecret. Never, Mrs. 
Bridget, I will die firft. Ah, if the 
captain fhould go abroad, I am fure 
Mifs Eggerton will break her he^art, 
Hufti ! my Lady'is drcflSng room bell 
rings ; dinner is-over, and Mifs Con- 
ftantia has got dierc '; I m^ift fee what 
mifchief fhe's about, and will then 

V ' * • ..." 

fiiett yoto, Mr. Humphryj at diftncr : 
Mifs Eggerton married to captain 
Ciaon i it is what I wi£bcd : yet my 

C 4 mind 
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jnind mifgives me, but I will not an- 
ticipate misfortunes: Sir Thcophilus 
will be difappointed, and fo will the 
young gentleman I am (ure-^Dinnen 



DIARY, 



. THURSDAY, 



Wm 



MisSv Conftantia came running into 
my room J tlie poft, Mr. Humphry, a 
letter for my papa, from my brother 

at 
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at Oxford; we fhall have him here 
fbon I hope : for then we fhall have 
the ball at Beacon, you know: his 
conftituents, Mr. Humphry, will ex- 
pe A a ball for the ladies ; I am to be 
there, mama fays. Here is a letter for 
Mrs. Wallace ; it is for all the world 
like my brother Algemon*s writing. 
I will carry it to her, fhall I ? By your 
leave, Miis, I will give it to her myfelf. 
Well, I will give my papa his, then, 
and tell Bridget djere is one for her. 
Away fhe went, Mrs. Bridget foon 
came : Mr. Humphry, Mifs Conflan- 
tia fays you have a letter ; how came 
fhe to fee it ? (exadly like her brother 
Algernon's writing fhe fays . ) I was in 
thedrefiing room with my lady and 

C5 Mifs 
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Mifs Cknn, with Mifs Eggerton, 
when fhe faid fq* , How did the lovely 
counten^ce of Mifs.Eggertqn flufh,^ 
wl>en ihe heard Jt ; her heart ^alpi- 
tated with joy i jgiye pi^ the letter Mr. 
Humphry, fhe is waiting now in her 
own room> with the utmoft impatience* 
Yes, it is his hand writing, pUin 
enough, as Mifs Conilantia fays: 
yet he has 'tried to difguife it as much 
as he could. 

TO 

MRS. CLANN, 

(tinder covers direSied to Mrs. Wallace^) 

AT IDDDESTONE LODGE, - 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

North- 
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iiaHVi 



Northallerton, YoridBiiitr 

My deareft Barbara, 

HOW heavy the tardy 
dumttes fly: when will they bring me 
to my love. I fhall leave this place 
on Wcdnefday, on my journey to the 
Lodge, which I fhall reach on Sun- 
day or Monday next : prepare yourfelf 
to meet your hufband, your fond, your 
affeiftionate hufband. I anticipate the 
moment I fhall clafp my Barbara to 
the bofom of her fi* ever faithful 

ALGERNON CLANN. 

C 6 O iny 
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O my dear Mrs. Wallace, let me 
lean on your breaft that has fo often 
fupported me : let me give Vent to my 
tears and my joy. Mr. Clann, my 
Mr. Clann, will be here on Mpnday ^ 
how fhalll meet him : you only know 
how I ihall, how I ouglit to meet him 
my foul doats on : you only were privy 
to a tranfadlion which makes megloiy 
in calling him my hufband ; fuppc»t 
me at the time, or extricate me, I have 
toever feen him fince in this company. 
For the love you bear the memory of 
my dear deceafed parents, forfake not 
at a mohn^ent fo critical, the child yoa 
nurfed, and pipmHed her you never 
would difcard. Well my dear Conftan- 
tia, what is the matter ? O, I am out of 

breath 



breadiy my brother is juil arrived from: 
College, this moment come. Won't 
you come down and fee him ; I am 
fure he wants more to fee you than any 
ofusftll^ though he does not fay Co, 
but he looked round the room as if one 
WW miffing : Wont you come ? What's 
the matter ? You look Barbara as if you 
had been crying: My brother will 
kifs away your tears; he looks fo hand- 
Ibme : Won*t you come ? Go my 
dear Conftantia, and I will foBow you. 
Is ibt gone Bridget ? Yes Ma'am. 
But why do you flurry yourfelf fo 
much, you know the 'Squire cannot 
have you now, nor can all the world 
give him to you. Well, I think Brid- 
get 



gctrl will -go down ; J muft meet him^ 
and then the painful tafk will te 
over* 
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^ELL, Md I> to Mrs- Bridget, I 
never faw a gentleman fo very atten?^ 
tive and fond as Mr.. Claim is of Mifs 
Eggerton : yet was I in pain for her all 
dinner time, while Sir Theophilus was 
continually calling to her by the ten- 
der name of * My Bab,' Why do you 

look 



look fo fad ? You don't cat my child i 
But I knew the caule ; what would I 
have given that I might have told : 
the councellor will be here (prQAprfoWV 
and Mifs Clann J&ya they d^alli then 
know all the fecrets of ftate, and the 
fcandal of court. The Yquire rebuked 
his fifler for expreiling a pleafurein 
hearing defamatipn^ and rthsA fhe 
ihould in future check a propenfity 
which led to vice, efpecially, my dear 

Eleanora, as we are all prone. to €r-* 

•»• 

rors. 

Remember yourfelf, and then you 
will forget the faults of others, or 
take example by them; but Mifs Con* 
fUntia declared pofitively, there was 

nothings 
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nothingf (b entertaining as fcandal^ and 
that fhe thought very diflferent from 
her brother ; for we always fee thofc 
faults in others, which fhe was deter- 
mined fhe never would fee in herfelf,. 



Here a rebuke from Lady Betty fi- 
lenced her, by obferving to Mifs Con- 
ftantia, fhe fhould attend, and obfervc 
her brother's advice, fo much for her 
good, and not yet fuffer herfelf tobq 
heard ; on which Mafler Bion laugh-, 
ed, and cafting a fly lear, and frying. 
Ah, Conflantia ! brought her into a 
pout, zfid fhe was- filent all the refl of 
dinner time. I was glad of it for the 
trick fhe played me this morning, in 
hiding the key of the wine vault, for 

which 
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which I fearched two hours^ and at 
laft found it tied to the tail ofoldChloe^ 
the dog^ who is grown aged^ and fleeps 
from morning till night. 

I fhould not have found it then^ had 
not a ilranger come into the room^ on 
which ihe rouied herfelf to bark at 
himt and there trailed the key after 
her. 



It is impoilible . Mn Humphry to 
help laughing at her ; fhe is a ftrange 
young lady> but (he will make a better 
woman than Mifs Clann, for all. that, 
with her half pride offemily, and all 
the Clann of compofition in her. But 
Mifs Eggerton, how fweet, howin^ 

nocent. 
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noceot, how lovely did flie look, fo 
confcioufly pleafed at the check Mr. 

Cknrtgave his filter^ fofati^ed in itfie 

... *• 

juftnefs of his opinion ; but ftt^, M^is^ 
Bridget, is as perfed: in the beauty of 
her inind, as in the perfeftiotis of her 
f^ribn; and &f Sir- Theo^ltl^ Sa^k 
What fignifics thfe foiirlfeofe^ Widttifeid 
•p©iftidS^La% Betty* wiih fueh a &^eA 
creature. Lady Betty lays, true, 'Sii* 
Theophilus, (for Lady Betty had no 
ArRifie/Cherlelf^^&u«'<&il (doksf^^ai^the 
f^?»^i^ ^ih6uf^d>^ottnds> ^d ^h6pk 
t&'tte it-ih ^'polfeiftoft hf^ sWR 

^Igff^ l'\}.-:'S'. ,-,'i;IU ;i!il'''. .".•.t(L iir;...>,7 
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/Fhs counjfellor iscome in a poibchaile 
and four, with all the appearance of 
ftate and gravity attendant on a Dqdtor 
of Laws* Theyoiing ladies ranoiit'to 
meet himi mjoit)ed lat the fight »t>f 
their favbuiSte:? M^ -Bggerton r&i 

r tbo, as {he fears no lover in Jhim. Mifs 
Conftantii flung her arms round his 

neck 



I 
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neck the moment he alighted from the 
carriage, and kifTed him fo loud, we 
could hear her : he kiflcd the hand of 
the blufhing Mifs Eggerton, who 
artlefsly wielcomed him to the lodge ; 
but to-morrow, or Monday, will be 
her trial, when fhe is to meet the 
captain ; if he fhould come while we 
are at church to-morrow Bridget, faid 
/he, don't you let him come, how 
Impatient foevcr he may be to fee me* 






The counfellor was very confequen-* 
tial at dinner, and Lady Betty was 
very attentive to. all he anfwered Sir 
Theophili]^, refpeAing the bofinefs of 
the laft term, and the fituation of the 

feveral courts of law ; on the conclu- 

lion 
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fion (he enquired how the lord chan- 
cellor was in health, but as the coun- 
fellor did not himielf care, fo he like- 
wife did not know how fatisfadtorily 
to ahfwer the queftion, on which 
Mailer Bion obferved, on his hefita- 
tion, he only a<fted in his profeffion, 
for to quibble and demur, were cha- 
nt<^eriftics df Law : this occafioned a 
laugh, and the baronet told him, if 
he did not behave better, and with 
more refpedt to his elder brother, he 
would fend him to fea, on which the 
young gentleman replied, he might 
fend him where he pleafed, {o he did 
not confine him to thump a cufliion to 
a ilcepy congregation^ which he was 

fure 
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fure it would be, that attended to hear 



. i • t • . f • "' 



Well then, you fhali go to fea, Bion, 
faid Sir Theophilus ; and faid Lady 
Betty, I may live to fee you an admiral 
Bion. He muft be very circumfpedt 
in his behaviour then, faid the 'fquire. 
Yes, faid the counfellor, or I fliould 
as foon expe(3: a repeal of the corpora- 
tK)n and teft ad:s, as his promotion, 

- This recovered Mifs Conftantia 
fite>q?'her iftupor,i antf'with a pretty 
f^dlile, told Bion to )ce^p his eye on the 
broad pennant flying at the top-maft, 
^nd not on her ; and by my faith, faid 
Bion, fo I will, but I ihall afk my fa- 
ther 
6 
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ther only pcrmiflion to look fometimes 
at a pretty girl, and I am fure Mifs 
Eggertoii wiH*ilK!i!§ie'fHft'tWth a;* look 
at her, and then I peed ftray no far- 
ther. 



Mifs Eggerton bowed with a blujfh 
to him, and faid fhe was happy at all 
times to be inftrumental in promoting 
his happinefe. Sir Theophilus thanked 
her, ohferving it was in her power to 
promote all their pleafures : the lovely 
wife too well kniew his meaning, and 
Mr. Clann corroborated the. aiTertion 
by a profound bow. 



DIARY. 
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DIARY, 



SUNDAY MORNING. 



They are gone to church, the ladies 
in the coach, the gentlemen walk. 
Dodor ComptOn dines here to day, 
Mr. Humphry, does he not (fays Brid- 
get) ? Yes, and young Mr. Comp- 
ton, his nephew, and Mr. Summer- 
field, the curate. Mr. Compton has 
a fecret figh for Mifs Eggerton, I 
think he is a very deferving young 

gentle- 
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gentleman, and will have all his uncle • 
fortune : I wifh the captain may not 
.eome to day, on the account of fo much 
company. How long do they intend 
to keep the marriage fecret, Bridget ? 
Why till my young lady is of age, 
wliich wants two years; flie will be 
nineteen the 4th of next month ; and 
they have had the advice of fome learn- 
ed man in the law, who fays, when fhc 
is of age, they may fet afide the claufe 
forbidding her marrying without her 
guardian's confent, after that time ; if 
fo, then they will own their marriage, 
and take poffeffion of her fortiine. Sir 
Theophilus and Mr, Calcraft allow her 
ix)w three hundred a year for her ward- 
robe and pocket 5 but Mr. Humphry^ 
VOL. I. D Mifs 
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Mifs Eggerton will always be poor 5 
her compaffionating heart will ever 
make her feel, and relieve the wants of 
others. 

Mrs. Mildmay and her family, who 
once knew better days, fhe entirely 
fupports. Lend me a guinea, Bridget, 
faid fhe to me on Tuefday : A guinea 
ma'am! Yes; I will give it you when 
my quarter is due, which will be foon 2 
Here take it to Mrs. Mildmay, one of 
the childireh is ill, and may want ne- 
ceflaries. The next day fhe broke, or 
Mifs Conflantia broke for her, that 
beautiful chain to her watch. Now 
Mifs, faid I, what will you do, and 
next week is the ball, you keep your- 

felf. 
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f elf fo poor ? Do, Bridget, fhe re- 
plied, why do without it. Ornaments 
we can difpenfe with, but the necefli- 
ties of nature the moft impoverifhed 
muft fupply ; my dear mama always 
feid fo, and if 1 want more money, I ^ 
will borrow of you again. 

The watch and the chain Mr. Hum- 
phry, are thrown aiide as ufelefs, only 
when (he attempts to count over the 
heavy hours which mufl elapfe before 
ihe fees him : for whom alone (he 
wifhes ever to value time, except in- 
deed, when employing it to the fer- 
vice or relief of thofe for whofe aflif- 
tance fhe thinks fhe was fent into the 
world. How different, Mr, Hum- 

D2 pW> 
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phry, are the difpofitions of people t 
but I muft leave you, and fettle her 
appartment, leaft the hufband fhould 
come to day. 



DIARY, 



iUNDAY NIGHT. 



Ir is kte, and we have no cxpeiSed 
vifitor } Dr. Comptonafked lady Betty 
at dinner, w^hen fhc hoped to fee the 
. , . captain. 
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captain, every day dodtor, every hour, 
faid Lady Betty, on which the dodlor, 
having a glafs of vv^ine in his hand, 
drank to his fafe arrival, and the toaft 
went round. Mr. Clann urging Mifs 
Eggerton to drink the fafe arrival of 
his brother with him ; fhe confented 
on Sir Theophilus preffing her com* 
pliance. 

The glafs fcarcely reached her lips 
from the trepidation of her fpirits ; 
the agitation was vifible, though the 
imputed caufe very different. The 
Yquire 'exulted in an embarraffment 
he thought originated in himfelf, and 
vainly imagined he was beloved by the 
woman, he thought the greatest orna- 

D 3 .ment 



54 A butler's dia:ry. 

ment of his life ; he had fenfibility 
enough to adore, while the tender 
fympathy of her heart fighed for the 
fight of that man, who only was inti- 
tied to her folicitude, and who lived in 
her fmiles alone. We fixall have the 
captain here to-morrow Mis. Bridget j 
moft certainly Mr^i Humphry* 



pXARYt 
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DIARY, 

r 
MONDAY NOON. 



Mrs. BRIDGET, the Captain is come, 

he this moment rode into the outer 
court. Where Mr, Humphry, where. 
I will run and tell my young lady ; flie 
is in her own apartment alone. Oh, 
Mifs, don't be furprifed, ma'am, don't 
hurry yourfelf ^ What is the matter 
Bridget ? It is you that hurry me. O 

D 4 ma'am^ ^ 
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ma'am, indeed, and indeed, ajs I am 
alive. Captain Clann has juft rode into 
the outer court. You may believe me. 
Mr. Humphry faw him ; indeed your 
huiband. Hufh 1 Hufli ! Ah, that fa- 
cred word, Bridget, faid the beauteous 
wife, and clafpirig' her "hands, ex- 
claimed, that at that moment her 
fight was a bleffing indeed : But wherf 

fhall I meet him, Bridget ? Where 

« 

are the fimily ? In the breakfaft par-^ 
lour ; they are not yet retired to drefs. 
I will join them and meet him in th« 
group of expeiSant and welcome re- 
ceivers. 



• Mifs Eggerton hurried down jufl: in 
time before Mafter Bion brought the 

new* 
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news to Lady Betty, his mother. 
The herald was foon followed by the 
hero. Captain Clann entered the 
breakfaft parlour: a refpedtful duty 
was firft paid to a mother he ho- 
noured, as fhe deferved, with his par- 
ticular refpecS. Mr. Clann prefently 
entered, and welcomed his brother 
with aiFeiftionate regard, while the 
known and unknown objedl of all his 
attention flood unheeded, but not un- 
thought on, till Mifs Conftantia (for 
once fortunate in her precipitancy) no 
longer able to contain her congratu- 
lation, preffed forward to welcome 
his return to the lodge: fhe threw 
her anus round his neck ; he kifled 
his fiflers* 

D5 Mifs 
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Mifs Eggerton could not remain 
any longer unnoticed, fingly fo he 
clafped his Barbara to his heaving bo- 
fom, and received from her blufhing> 
her lovely, filent, trembling agitation, 
that welcome return he could only re- 
ceive from her, or ihe beftow. At 
this moment the event had reached 
Sir Theophilus in his library, who 
entered, and fortunately interrupted a 
fcene, which might otherwife have 
produced eifedis, which Were too re- 
ciprocal and fincere to admit of difli- 
mulation or difguife, and would have 
been too confpicuous to the eyes of 
Mr. Clann, whofe foul only breathed 
a refpiration favourable to life, in th« 
prefence of Mils Eggerton. 

The 
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I 

The joy of Lady Betty on fight of 
fuch a fon, could not refrain itfclf 
from appearing by tears. Sir The-* 
ophilus was glad to fee him, and in- 
deed, if figure could enhance the 
value of the man fo truly amiable as 
Captain Clann, nothing was wanting 
at this moment to embellifh his, 
heightened with the felf fatisfaAion of 
feeing that objcdt which fhone in the 
perfon of Mifs Eggerton, beyond all 
the power of defcription to do juilice 
to. She was in her figure tall, and 
elegantly made ; fair complexion, 
large blue eyes, flaxen hair.. What 
was wanting at that moment to form 
perfedion ?. What was wanting ! Why 
nothing : for the man was prefent for 

D 6 whoqoL 



6o .A butler's DIARr* 

whom fhe decorated, and who en- 
hanced the value, as he animated every 
leature by his appearance, nor could a 
painter, the greateft artift, had 'he 
been prefent, done more than juftice 
to two fuch portraits, even had he ex- 
celled himfelf in the powers of his art, 
but the minds of both were beyond the 
reach of defcription : thefe we muft 
leave to the fatisfad;ory hours of pri- 
vacy and retirement. 

After an hour's converfation, the 
ladies retired to drefs, and Mifs Eg- 
gerton taking pofTeflion of her appart-« 
ment$^ which was always afligned as 
her own, gave an eafe to her joy, by 
the fame voluntary torrent which ex- 

.-,'•. prefles 
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prefles the moft poignant grief. Thefe 
tears were fbon exhaufted, and on the 
dinner bell ringings appeared with the 
family at the table : the councellor 
met his brother after a morning ride, 
where he had been exercifing his dog 
and gun : the tears whith had fell from 
the beauteous eyes of Mifs Eggerton, 
were not unobfervcd by the attentive 
hufband; he traced the marks they 
had left behind ; he knew the caufe, 
ind gloried in the occafion- 

1 The afternoon and evening were 
paft in true domeftic conviviality and 
chearfiilnefs : Mifs Conftantia, who 
was perfed: miftrefs of mufic, played 
andfung^ Mifs Eggerton did both; 

£he 
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fhe played alternately on the lute, the 
guittar, the harpfichord, while the 
enraptured Mr. Clann contemplated 
with tranfport thofe. perfections he 
thought in two years to call his own. 

At length the hour of retirement 
arrived, andCaptain Clann longed with 
impatience for that privacy when he 
could again repeat thofe vows to his 
Barbara, which had ever dwelt on his 
mind fince their laft cruel parting. 

He had pre vioufly fettled with Mrs. 
Bridget that he would take the key of 
his own room in his pocket, and con- 
ceal himfelf in a clofet in Mifs Egger- 
ton's, till fhe left the company; in 

confe- 



I 
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confequence he pleaded fatigue, and 
retired early to his place of conceal- 
ment. The family were domeftic, 
and went foon to reft, the lovely Bride 
fled to the now happy apartment,, as 
it contained all ftie held dear on earth : 
the door was no fooner faftened, than 
he hafted from his concealment, and 
folded his lovely partner to- his faithful 
heart, unwitnefled but by the tender 
emotions of their mutual love. 






Vain the attempt to endeavour to 
paint the tender fcenes : they leated 
themfelves, and were beginning to 
enumerate the pairlful, as plcafing 
fenfations they had alternately endured 
in this long abfence,. and enquiring 

after 
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after his brother's rifing hopes, which 
he had fruft:rated> when a hard raf)^ 
at the door made him fly again to his 
place of concealment. On Mifs Eg- 
gerton, (or we Ihould now fay, Mrs. 
Clann)y afking who was there : Mifs 
Conftantia begged her, impatiently, 
to opfcn the door ; on which requeft, 
Mrs. Clann, (for the firft time in her 
life,) peeviflily afked. For what ? 
Why open it, faid the impertinent, 
and I will tell you* 

She had no alternative, when in came 
'the romp, begging to remain there a 
quarter of an hour,* for I have played 
Bion fuch a trick, that I hear he is 
vowing revenge already. What have 

you 



V 
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you done, iaid Mrs. Cknn (though' 
not very deiirous to hear) ? 1 will tell 
you Bab, if you will fmile on me : I 
never faw you look fo crofs : you don't 
ufe to look fo four. Well> What is 
ir, Mrs. Clann returned? Why I 
turned up the top fheet of his bed^ 
and: taking the under fheet thus^ 
(wringing.4wir pocket .handkerchief 
file hM m her hafiid), I dipped it half 
we^ irtto a bafon of water> and wring- 
ing it ^ dry a& I could, made the bed 
again, as if nothing had happened. 
He w6nt to |3ed, but it was impoffible^ 
you know, for him to lay, and he isf 
now putting on his cloaths againi 
fwearihg to be Vfevehgcd on mt. t 
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have ordered Hannah, the maid, to 
get him a clean fheet. 

Mifs Conftantia had fcarcely iinifh- 
cd her ftory, uninterrefting and im- 
pertinent as it now was, when a fe- 
cond rapping, and the voice of Bion 
calling loud for admittance, to find 
his fifter, made Conftantia fly towarda 
the clofibt, where the difguifed huf- 
band lay concealed, to hide herfelf. 
Mrs, Clann .had juft timp to prevent 
her, and fdrcing her iiito another, which 
flie declared more private, opened 
the door r to Mafter. Bion : when on 
not feeing, his iifter, he was for fearch- 
ing the clofets -, but to prevent that 
evil, Mrs.- Clann forced the culprit 

from 
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from her hiding place ; who, exceed- 
ing angry at her for it, faid, fhe fup- 
pofed fonie lover was hid in the other 
clofet, or Ihe would have let her in 
there, or at leaft, fufFered Bion to 
fearch for her. Bion faid, he had a 
good mind to look ; but on her telling 
them her head ached, from the ex- 
ertion of finging and playing fo much 
in the day, and begging them to fettle 
their quarrel in fomc other place, 
they retired, not without a ftrong fuf- 
picion there was a favoured lover ia 
the clofet, notwithftanding the head- 
ach, for Bion obferved, the head ach 
was often pleaded by ladies, to cover 
anintrigue* 

Peace 
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Peace and privacy being reftored, 
the Captain again ventured out of his 
cell, and the remainder of the night 
pafled in quiet, ^till fix in the morn- 
ing, when the Captain took pofTeffion 
of his own bed, 'till eight or nine, and 
then met his lovely wife, at the break-^- 
faft table, with the reft of the family^ 
They had not been long feated, when 
Mrs. Clann, with much affability j 
afked Bion, and Mifs Conftantia, what 
Cccafionied their making fuch a tioii 
after the feraily had retired. Thd 
Counfellor, with a forced gravity, re- 
bi;kcd his After' for het ill-timed fro- 
Ecs, and the Captain chid her, with d 
fmilcj for difturbing a weary travellfer; 



This 



0- 
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, .. This compelled Bion to exculpate 
himfelf, and he told the whole ftory, 
without any referve, not omitting his 
;(ifter Conftantia taking refuge in Mifs 
JEggerton's chamber, and the fiifpi- 
^ions rifing in both their breafts, re- 
ipedting a concealed lover in the for- 
bidden clofet. Sir Theophilus looked 
at Mr. Clann, as not doubting he 
was the happy fugitive, while the dc- 
,licate fenfibility of that young gentle- 
man, leaft Mifs Eggerton's delicacy 
.fhould be wounded by the fuggeftion, 
kept him filent, and he did not 
look at her, for a confutation, which 
her looks would have given, to a fur- 
mife, that would have fenfibly pained 
her, had not the man of men been pre- 

fent, 
3 



JO A BUTLER, S DIARY. 

fent, who eoiild warrant the ambiguitjr^ 
of the afperifiSh, - ^^^ 






After breakfaft, they all retired to 
the feveral amufements moft fuitablc 
to their difpofitions. Sir Theophilui 
retired, as ufual, to his library, an^^fra 
books : Mr. Clann, and the Counfel.^ 
lor, forced the Captain to ride witSS| 
them, while his heart, and his foul, 
was in the apartment of Mifs Eg- 
gerton. Lady Betty retired to her 
drefling-room, the young ladies with 
her, and Mifs Eggerton, all being a 
Void in the abfence of him who only 
enlivened her fcenes, attended the 
harpfichord, with them, to pafs the 

heavy 
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Jieavy liours, (though fa few) of his 
abfcnce. ^ .'r 



»-»««:^* 

4 

♦♦ 



Mrs* Bridget took this opportunitjr 
to vifit Mr. Humphry : all paffed very 
.well, Mr, Humphry, laft night: I 
id^fc&t^know what I fhould do, could I 
li^t unbofom myfelf to you. Mrs. 
Jkidget, I am fo happy to fee Captain 
Clann here : the ball is.to be on Thurf- 
day, at Beacon, I find : How fhall we 
get over that ? O never fear, my 
young lady will manage it herfelf, be-^ 
ing fo well prote<fled. 

On retiring at night, Mr. Clann 
threw out a hint to Bion, and Mifs 
Conftantia, to be more inchned to 

peace ; 
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peace ; Sir Theophilus alTuring Bion^ 
if he was not, he would foon fliip 
him :• and lady Betty rebuked her 
daughter, with the ftale obfervatlon, 
that * She was old enough to know 
better/ Mifs Clann was too much 
engaged in converfation with theCoun- 
fellor, to attend to the admonition, as 
they were fettling the etiquette of the 
approaching ball, and in her mind, 
was endeavouring to ornament that 
perfon, which a certain young gentle- 
•man had wifpered to her, was already 
too attradive, and in which, the ad- 
vice, which had been applied with 
good intention, by lady Betty, to her 

« 

youngeft daughter, on a more trivial 
occafipn, would have been, (or ought 

to 
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to have been) attended to by the 
eldeft ; * She was old enough to know 
better/ 



Amidft thefe different inj unftions. 
Captain Clann ventured to fay (or to 
advife) Mifs Eggerton, if they again 
claimed her protection, not to let them 
in, to difturb her. Sir Theophilus, 
and Lady Betty, feconded the requefl:^ 
which, to oblige them, Mifs Egger- 
ton promifed fhe would not. The 
'Squire too, joined his prohibition, on 
which, Bion, with a hum, and fhrug- 
ing up his fhoulders, faid, perhaps 
his brother fpoke from interefted mo- 
tives. Sir Theophilus, on this, or- 
dered him to bed firft, as a prelude to 

VOL. I. E the 
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the peace he intended to have pre- 
ferved, when they all retired to their 
feveral apartments, but Mr. Clann, 
not to that concealed corner, which 
was occupied by a happier, but in Mifs 
Eggerton's eftimation, a more deferv- 
ing man. 

Mr. Humphry, (faid Mrs. Bridget 
to me) you have fent the tickets round 
to the company, who are invited to 
the ball on Thurfday, by Mr. Clann, 
at Beacon : above a hundred and fifty 
people are to be there, and Mifs Con- 
ftantia already begins to enumerate 
who will be Bores } but her whole 
Vielight is in dancing : my young lady 
intends to dance with Mafter Bion : 

the 
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the 'Squire has apologized to her for 
not giving her the preference, but he 
will be fo fituated, as to be obliged to 
dance with many, not to give offence 
now, efpecially, as Sir Theophilus 
fays, at the eve of a general eleftion. 
Why don't fhe dance with the Captain, 
Mrs. Bridget ? Mr. Humphry ! What 
dance with her hufband ! What an 
old fafliion man you are. 



, "- 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT. 



Had a tea vifit from Dodtor Compton, 
Mr. Compton, and Mr. Summerfield.^ 

Mr. Compton alked Mifs Eggcrton 
the j&vour of her hand the enfuing 
evening, but fhe was engaged to 
Mafler Bion : this the 'Squire hopes 
is a compliment to him. Bion com- 
forts himfelf in the idea, he fhall be 
envied by all the gentlemen prefcnt, 
and declares he will not refign her for 

one 
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one dance. Mr. Cknn wifhes him 
to keep his word, while the fair con- 
tefted prize had already enjoined him 
(previous to her promife of dancing 
with him), that he fliould not. 

Happy as Captain Clann is, yet there 
is a check to his joy: for no hap- 
•pinefs is perfect which forbids par- 
ticipation, and lie dares not tell Mifs 
Eggerton is his wife ; yet, in that de- 
claration, fhould he count the greateft 
honour, the glory of his life. 
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Thursday Morning. 



Miss Conftantia is Co bufy in preparing 
for the ball in tlie evening, that (he 
thinks of nothing elfe. The gentle- 
men are gone out riding. Mrs. Brid-»^ 
get fays (he is every minute, running in 
and out of Mifs Eggerton's room, con- 
fulting her in every article of her drefs. 
Mifs Clann above it, as thinking her 
own judgnpient fufBcient. 

How 
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How will Mifs Eggerton be drefled, 
Bridget ? Quite a bride, Mr, Hum- 
phry, all in virgin white, and very 
indifferent about it. * I have no care 
about my drefs, Bridget : I have that 
about me, which is the pride and 
glory of my life ;* when taking a mi- 
niature pidlure of the Captain from her 
bofom, fo exadlly like him, Mr. Hum- 
phry, and finothering it with her in- 
nocent kiffes, lefTens her prcfent hap- 
pinefs, by drowning it at the fame 
time with her tears, in the apprehen- 
fion of being parted from the original : 
But he will not hear her fay a word 
about his going to the Eaft Indies, 
which makes me think he expedts to 
go. * 

E4 Is 
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Is the watch chain mended, Mrs. 
Bridget ? No : But J carried another 
guinea to Mrs. Mildmay, this morning, 
on the child continuing ill. How is 
the child, Bridget, faid fhe, on my 
return ? Very bad, ma*am : Mrs. 
Mildmay returns you a thoufand 
thanks. Thanks! faid the lovely 
creature /.What a retribution, to foften 
the calamities of nature : Does fhe 
not fuffer enough, Mrs. Bridget, un- 
heeded by relations, unfupported hy 
thofe who look for the oftentatious 
difplay of their pecuniary gifts ? I wifh 
I could do more for fo much merit, 
and fo much fufFering. But I muft 
away, Mr. Humphry, my lady Betty 
will drefs firft, and then I fhall attend 

Mifs 
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Mifs Eggerton. Hannah is jfolely em- 
ployed in attending her ladies ; they 
arc not yet determined what to wear* 



Six 0^ Clock. 



They are all drefled, and in the 
drawing room, waiting for tea : I will 
attend them at the tea-table. Hum- 
phry, * faid Sir Theophilus, you will 
fend the coach, and the chariot, at 

E 5 two 
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two in the morning, with flambeauy^ 
and let Robert and Frank c<Mne with 
it : mind, with the blunderbufles, for 
we may meet with robbers. (Lady 
Betty had all her jewels on, which are 
confiderable; they were her mother's, 
the countefs of Gravline.) 

The yonng ladies look very well; 

Mifs Conftantia, handfome : fhe trod 

* 

on my toe, (though fhe knows I am 
troubled with the gout) on purpofe^ 
and then* afked my pardon, with a 

* dear Mr. Humphry, I alk ten thou^ 

* fand pardons, I hope I have not 
' hurt you ;' but nothing could equal 
the innocence, fimpHcity, and beauty, 
of Mifs Eggerton ^ all white : a bride - 

indeed ; 
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indeed; the Captain in his regimentals, 
leaflet and gold : How the eyes ofMr. 
Clann followed her, when fhe went 
to the coach^ led by Mafter Bion. 

Lady Betty looks very graceful and 
well; fhe looks the woman ofqua-t 
lity : after all, Bridget, diere is a 
fbmething in well-bred ' people of 
fafhion, that will fhew itfelf different 
from your upftart gentry. I think 
Mifs Conftantia has more of that grace 
of deportment of her mother than 
Mifs Clann, but Mifs Eggerton fhews 
the true gentlewoman born. Yes> 
Mr. Humphry, and how handfome 
the Captain looked ; he has his mo- 
ther's birth too. Will you have an- 

E 6 other 
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other difli of coffee, Mrs. Wallace ? 
No, Mr. Rule; I ihall fee you at 
fupper, for I fuppofe you will fit up 
till they come home, which will be 
late, notwithftanding the Baronet has 
ordered the carriages at two o'clock. 
Yes, to be fure, I will fup with you 
Mr; Humphry. 



DIARY 
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FRIDAY MORNING* 



I ATTENDED at the bfcakfafl: table, 
where the family met at twelve 
o'clock, tired to death almoft> and 
afleep, for notwithftanding the car- 
riages were there at the time appoint- 
ed, they did not come home till five 
o'clock. ^ 

^^ An 
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* An account of the ball/ — Mifs 
Clann, ;who always fits at breakfaft 
on the right hand of Sif Theophilus, 
leaning on the arm of his chair, be- 
gan, by faying : Lady Jejune will ne- 
ver be old ; fhe is an ever-green, fays 
Mifs Conftantia ; a green-houfe plant, 
always in bloom, with her pink, in 
imitation of rofcjg.; .that is Sir Jacob 
Jejune*s fault, faid Mifs Clann, he 
will have her always appear youngs 
ftuck but as he wa« in bis buckram'd 
fuit ; ithen the daughters bordering on 
thirty,——— 

You, mama, frequently ufed to 
fay, that feven or eight years ago^ 
they ufed to be calling out con- 
tinually 
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tintraDy to Lady Jejune, mother, or 
(peaking of her, my mother, to check 
her levity, while in youth themfelves ; 
but now they are content to let her 
appear young, to fcreen the advance 
they are making in years ; and they 
lilp out, mama, and my mama, fb 
foft, and fb pretty* Mr. Clann could 
not help fmiling, but unwilling to 
prevent their criticifm, kept filent. 

Then, faid Mifs Conftantia, there 
is Mrs. Pollecat, lately from the Eaft 

Indies, trailing her gold muflin ; and 

■J 

Mr. Pollecat, who is known to be 
the fon of a hair-dreffer, for his father 
ufed to drefs the hair of my grand- 
mama,. 
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mama, the countefs of Gravlinc, 
Mama fays, there was he, ftarting 
his opinion on the utility of keeping 
good company, while Mifs PoUecat, 
who danced with Sir Simon SnufF> de- 
clared, in my hearing, fhe never was 
fb hot in her life, and was obliged to 
fliake her petticoats; * Lord, how 
hot I am Phogh J 

. \ 
Sir Theophilus here thought proper 

to put m a word, in favour of induf- 

try, obferving, what Mv. PoUecat's 

father was, it was not material, if he 

got his fortune by induftry, and with 

a fair character. Lady Betty faid, 

true, but they fhould not attempt to 

intrude themfelves on people, who are 

of 
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of birth, and fuperior fortune. Sir 
Theophilus anfwered, it would be in 
Mr. Pollecat's power to be of lingular 
fervice to her fon, fhould any conteft 
arife, and he had promifed him his 
fevors; on which Lady Betty obferved, 
there were circumftances which made 
thofe pundilios of family of finall avail. 

But how did you like Mrs. Crufli, 
juft out of her weeds, fo prim, yet 
backbiting all her neighbours and 
fitiends ? Poor Mr, Crufh ufed to fay, 
and £he put her handkerchief to her 
eyes, nobody deferved pity, who did 
not thrive in the world ; the fame path 
was open to all ; if they fwerve, what 
was it to any body but themfelves. 

Coxnc 
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Come hidiCT, Catherine (toheryoungr- 
eft daughter), hold up your head, (he 
is fo like her dear papa : Is fhe not. 
Lord Bodkin, and exactly like him in 
temper ? On which. Lord Bodkin far- 
caftically afked her, immediately. 
How Mrs. Candid, her filler, did ? 
Heaven knows, my Lrord : the death 
of poor Mr, Crufh, has hindered mc 
from enquiring. The laft I heard 
was, that jQie was in great diftrefe, 
and had a fick family: but I haveii 
large family of my own, left in charge. 

Here fhe went to the whift table, 
and lofl more than would have main- 
tained Mrs. Candid for a month. The 
two Mifs Catlove's, with their inde- 
pendent twenty thoufand pounds,drefled 

fo 
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fo fine, George Auguftus, faid Mifs 
Clann, I think Lucy Catlove wpuld do 
•for you; you would have 20,oool. and 
a fool, what could you wifh for more ? 
Mr. Clann now thought proper to flop 
the thread of female fcandal, by en- 
quiring. What they had to fay, in be- 
half of the gentlemen ? How did you 
like Sir James Firelock, Nelly? on 
which Mifs Conftantia exclaimed, a 
perfed: doll, jointed with wires; I 
never touched hands with him, during 
the evening, left I fhould foil his 
gloves ; or dared to breathe, when I 
faced him, ^ fearing to tarnifli the tinfel 
on hiscloaths« 

Well then, (aid Sir Theophilus, Sir 
Johfx Sweep : Oh ! the creature ! ex- 
claimed 
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claimed Mifs Clann, I believe he 
thought himfelf on horfeback the 
whole evening : I feveral times expec- 
ted him to leap over my head. Well, 
But how did you come off with the 
good natured Mr. Churl ? The mon- 
fter ! faid Conftantia, he came to me, 
well Mifs, fb you are come to fhiew 
yourfelf. I think your father and mo-* 
ther would have done well, had they 
left you at home, in the nurfery, di- 
verting yourfelf with your doll ; it is 
too foon, for children, like you, to be 
witnefs to fuch fcenes of diffipation as 
thefe : but Mifs Clann did not ^ chufe 
to repeat what Mr. Churl faid to her ; 
for the truth is, while Sir Theophilus, 
and Lady Betty, were engaged in the 

card 
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card room, (hehad, by a previous. en- 
gagement, promifed to dance with 
Mr« Summerfield, the curate, and all 
her attention was engaged to him, and 
by him. 

At this period, Mafter Bion, who 
had not been inattentive, though he 
had been deeply engaged with the 
toaft and butter, the muffins, coffee, 
and tea, for Bion had had nothing to 
engage his mind, during the preceding 
evening, but the objects aroimd him, 
and his lovely partner. He, therefore, 
when he found a reft for his head, 
went into a profound repofe, iior did 
he awake till the call of the maid, at 
noon, and the more powerfiil calls of 
nature, made him leave his downy 

pillow^: 
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pillow : various ideas had prevented 
the reft from finking into incunediate 
Jlumber. Sir Theophilus was anxious 
for the fuccefs of his fon in his fkttur^ 
eleftion, and therefore tried all, to 
keep the company in perfeft harmony 
with him. Lady Betty was too full 
of her own confequence, in fuch a 
group, to foon forget it in fleep. 

Mifs Clann, (as we have iaid) was 
under an engagement, to give as much 
of her company as fhe could* to Mr. 
Summerfield, and he improved the 
favourable moments, to ihftil a doc- 
trine into her head, which, though 
not ftriftly orthodox, fhe verily believ- 
ed true, and thought much of it on 

r 

her 
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her pillow. Mifs Conftantia was. fully 
CHgroffed by the novelty, haVfng 
never been at a public ball before, and 
perhaps, as the young Lord Marly, 
eldefl ion of the Earl of Derry, had 
told her (he was the politeft girl in the 
. room, it might difturb lier reft. 

Mr. Clann's whole foul was with 
Mife Eggerton, the wife of his bro- 
ther, and it being impoffible for him 
to diftinguifti her, where he was 
obliged t6 attend to the whole Com- 
pany, made him, oh retirement, en- 
joy the contemplating thofe charms 
which fhone fo confpicuoufly above the 
reft of the ccmipany, while George 
Auguftus Frederic, watching with a 

circum- 
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circmnlped eye, cvcnr wandering 
look of Aliis Eggcrtcxi'Sy flattered 
himfelf, he did not dilco^-er in that un- 
diiguiled lovely hce, the leaft predi- 
ledion in &¥our of his eldeft brother, 
and therefore hoped, by a little afli* 
duitVy he might gain the ineftimable 
prize himfelf. 

This fair and pleafing proipeft 
would not let him fleep, while the 
amiable hufband, and beautiful wifej 
being confbained to hide thofe emo- 
tions oflove and tendernefs, they wifh- 
ed to communicate, eagerly embraced 
the only hours they had of reciprocal 
love, and an unreferved <:onverfationj 
it is prefumed, might keep them 

awake. 

Bion, 
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Bion was, therefore, the only ona 
who had enjoyed tlie privilege of a 
bed, by fleeping in it, ^nd the confe- 
quences attendant on good reft, or a 
good appetite, Mafter Bion, there- 
fore, began, by defiring his fifters, a^ 
they had been fo free with the gentle- 
men and ladies, to be as candid in their 
opinion, of what thofe gentlemen and 
ladies would £zy of the prefent com- 
pany. Mr. Clann declared it a fair 
queftion, but the young ladies declined 
anfwering, faying, it was in proper 
hands, as he had not yet fuUied his 
naind by criticifin. Why, faid Bion, 
I cannot fay any thing of my papa and 
mama, but that they are good fort of 
folks, and conduced themfelves with 
YOL. It F propriety 
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propriety during the evening. Juft, 
falid Mifs Clann \ Now what do you 
fay of me ? Mifs Clann, faid Bioir, 
W5as fonder of herfeif, than any perfon 
prefent, but one. Who was that one,, 
fiid Sir Theophilus ? It could be no ' 
other than her partner, Sir George 
Harpur : the truth is, Mifs Clann was 
dancing with Sir George, when Sir 
Theophilus, and Lady Betty, retired 
frtnn the dancing room, to the card 
# table, but no longer had he the ho- 
nour. * 

Mr. Summerfield claimed a prior 
eHgagement, and was accepted ; Mifs 
Clann had declared to him, (he pre- 
ferred a mah of letters, to a man of 

fortune, . 
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fdrtiane, of ftok,^ in the laft, the trait 
of the good fort of a man, appeared, 
hoWeVe'r, Bion's airch looks brought a 
btiifh of conviftion on the face of Mifs 
Cla;riri, and a little rt&e&iort would 
have forced a fettfibility of the recent 
otfervatiori of Lady " Betty, on her 
mind, that fhe was * old enough tt> 
know better,* had not the impatience 
of Mifs Conftantia, to knoW the' 
opinion of what the world would fay 
of hef, fuppf efTed it. Of you. Con- 
fiantia, faid Bion; why the world 
thinks as I do, that you are a romp 
ftitl, arid I am clearly of Mf . Churl's 
opiniori, you Would have been better 
in the nurfery, uridfeffirig yoUr wooden 

baby. 

F2 It 



100 A butler's diary. 

It was with difficulty the counfellor 
could rcftrain her from immediate re- 
venge : that it was contrary to decen- 
cy, Ihe did not regard; but when he 
inforced his mandate, that it was con- 
trary to law, in compliment to him 
ihe remained inadive, fecretly deter- 
mining to feek a more favourable mo- 
ment, which fhe had no doubt of ob- 
taining^ 

« 

Well, but your brothers, Bion, fai4 
Lady Betty, have you nothing to fay 
on them ? Bion bowed with refpcdl to 
his mother, and obferved, he was on 
the force of criticifm : but the elegant 
manners of his brothers, their polite 
addrefs, affability, with good fenfe 

and 
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and grace of figure, fet them out of 
the reach of one, as he was, incapable 
of forming a panegyric equal to their 
merit. The young gentlemen bow- 
ed to the ftripling, for a compliment 
fb gracefully delivered ; and though 
not received by them as a truth, yet 
we mufl do flrift juflice, in obferving, 
the greatefl merit lay in the jufbicfs of 
the obfervation : Here, a iilencc of a 
few minutes prevailed, when Mifs 
Clann afked. Had he nothing to fay 
for Mifs Eggerton, his partner ? Oh, 
faid Bion, there I muft be for ever 
filent, clafping his hands; I mufl 
leave that taik to an abler judgment, 
J>owing to Mr. Clann ; of this, I can 
only lay, as I was the moft honoured, 

F3 fo 
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fo was I the mofl: envied of any geg* 
tlcman in the room, as my Mifs Eg- 
gertoft was the handfomeft, the mo|l 
amiable lady there. How difficult, 
Bridget, was it, for the captain to 
fupprefs his emotion, on this declara- 
tion : but not oae word paffed on lord 
Gaywill'^ genteel family. Mr. Hum- 
pljiry^ you know they ar^e io the pp-^ 
portion. 

AJthougli the whole femily jof Sif 
Tljeophilus. Clann, except Majftcsr 
Bion, wene, from various eaufes, prct. 
vented, profiting, by the timp allotted 
to reft, during th§ r?maind^r of the 
night fuc^eeding the h^U : we (kid^, 
not intiTOde pitffelves intp the private 

receffe8 
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recefles of each individual, nor trace 
the hidden emotions of envy, in fome, 
detra<Sion, pride, feif-confequence, a 
falfe-flattering fuperiority, arrogance 
from prefumptuous fortune, nor tlic 
-humiliating modeily of real vi^orth. 

Theie aU operated; no doubt, to 
ch^ck the recreitionof fbrgetfulnei$^ 
however pleafing the relinquishment 
Iiiight be to the thoughts of modeA 
merit : thefe, and many more, we 
ihall not attempt to delineate : of this^ 
we are aflured, in our own mind6, 
Mr. Sumrperfield did not fleep, the 
idea of marrying the daughter of a ba- 
ronet was pleafing, , and. mor^e fp, 
with the additional, recoUcd^on,' the 

F 4 honour 
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honour wquld he accompanied with 
fome prQfit,and a proportionate fortune 
wkh Mifs Clann, to fet him above 
the fervile dependance of forty pounds 
a year on Caprice, and his fole inhe- 
ritance, were thoughts fo pleafing, as 
we cannot but concur with him, that 
thofe hours were better employed, 
than in an indulgence, only fit for the 
unfortunate, Mifs Clann, from the hi- 
larity of the evening, had been induced 
to promife more than was confiftent 
with prudence, nay, more than flic 
could perform, for the golden dream 
was annexed to love, forgetting there 
was a father (and a mother, tenacious 
of the honour of her family), who 
would be totally averfe to fuch an al- 
liance. 

And 
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And when Mr. Churl told her, in 
his blunt and rude manner, to beware 
of the ' Snake in the grafs/ fhe could 
interpret that fnake to be no other than 
himielfl^ who could endeavour to in- 
iinuate into her mind, any thought, 
injurious to the happinefs they had mu- 
tually promifed each other : but there 
was another, ftill more refflels, tlie 
amiable Mr. Compton ; he had long 
beheld Mifs Eggerton, as the objed: 
of pofleffion to complete his happinefs, 
and the evening of the ball, where flie 
ihone fo confpicuoufly lovely, above all 
prefent, and the fafcinating fweetne& 
of her manners were fo engaging, as ri- 
vetted him ftill fafter herflave: he pro - 
nounced there was no joy^ but with 

F 5 her ; 
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her; and the intimacy of friendfhip, 
with which Captain Clann and himt. 
felf had ever been* he could not* 
during the entertainment, help exr 
prgflipg his adirsiration, and throwing 
out a diftapt hint, at his prefumptuow 
hppes, refpeftiug that young hiy^ 

» 

Captain Clann heard^ but would 
not underiland, farther, than what 
every body acknowledged, her being 
the lovelieft womap in the world. He 
joined Mr. Compton in her praifeg, 
but as his wannth of expreffion might 
not, (ffom prudential reafons), b^ 
quite fo fanguine as the lover's Mr. 
Compton could not but exprefa won- 
der at the apathy and coldnetfs with 

which 
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which he fpokc of her, whofe tran- 
feendant excellences fiirpaft all he had 
ever beheld, of female beauty. 

, We may prefume to fay, with au- 
thority, that Capt^ Clann, was not 
infenfible to the charms of Mifs Eg- 
gerton, (though his wife). He knew 
how great a value he ought to fet on 
her virtue, and he eftimated them as 
they deferved, ^ very highly ; but Cap- 
tain Clann being allowed,, (or thought 
to be) a gay, as well as a gallant man, 
made Mr. Cbmpton the more amazed 
at his indiilerence : he told him his 
full intention of making her an oiFer 
of' his heart and fortune,, neither of 
which wCx e to be thought undeferving 

F 6 appro- 
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approbation. His manner s^ as his 
appearance, were both amiable, and 
his fortune, on the death of Dodor 
Compton, equal in every refpe£t, to 
Mifs Eggerton's ; but flie was not dcf^ 
tined for the conlbrt of Mr, Compton : 
a ftill more amiable man enjoyed the 
fatisfadion of hearing thofe commen- 
dations beftowed on her, of whom 
death alone could deprive him» 



DIART 
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CONTINUED 



MONDAY,. 



Mr. Churl is in the drawing room> 
Mrs^ Bridget. I have juft opened the 
door, and ufhered him in. Mr. 
Churl, Mr. Humphry, is one of thofo 
free vifitors, who will introduce him- 
fclf into all company, without invita- 

tion X 



tion ; the old would excufe him, and 
the young wifh to fhun his fociety. 
Lady Betty is obliged to be civil, but 
diflikes his company, becaufehe is al- 
' ways condemning the pride of thofe 
who value themfelves on birth and 
anceftry, with no fortune to fuppbrt 
either; while Sir Theophilus, from 
his natural goodnefs of heart, treats 
him with refpedt, when, to him, he 
is continually arraigning the folly of 
your upftart gentry, v/ho value them^ 
felves ecrual with thofe who can boaft 
a noble genealogy for a century paft» 

There is no judging of Mr. ChurT^ 
when he means^ what we expedr or 
wifli* He is a gentleman oflarge for- 

tune^ 
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tune, fine endowments, with a deeply 
read education, as well in the dead, 
as in the living languages ; with all, of 
a polite addrefs, and gracefijl appear- 
ance ; his age is not more than forty : 
In his youth, he was contraded in 
marriage to a very beautiful young 
lady, who died before the ceremony 
took place ; this diikppointment made 
him hate himfelf, defpife the world, 
«id laugh at the folly of thofe who 
place any confidence in it. This na-' 
tural deteftation has made him con- 
traft a fournefs of look, foreign from 
his natural, though not to his prefent 
temper, and makes him carry the ap- 
pearance of fouffcore, in the prime of 
life, 

Cki 



112 A BUTLER^S DIARY. 

Oh his entrance, he addrefled Sir 
Theophilus, and Lady Betty, with 
great politenefs : when, turning to 
Mifs Eggerton, who fat at the right 
hand of Lady Betty, complimented her 
on the beauty of her finiles, telling her, 
^ the fame time, fhe looked as graven 
as if fhe was married : this brought 
up a blufh like fcarlet, in her fweet 
face, which he added, greatly became 
her ; but had there been any intelli* 
gent perfon in the room, the counte-^ 
nance of Captain Clann> underwent 
£o many different evolutions (from, 
his apprehenfion fome perfon more 
curious than cautious, had conveyed 
the truth) they would foon, in him, 

have 
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have read the caufe of Mifs Eggcr- 
ton*s rifing blufh. 

They were, however, happily re- 
lieved from their embarrafTment (to 
which none were privy, but them- 
felves) by the entrance of Mr, Clanri> 
with Mr. Siunmerfield, of whom he 
was fond, as he took great delight in 
angling, a diverfion to which the 
'Squire would dedicate many hours in 
the day, let the feaibn be what it 
would. 



Mr. Churl, immediately accofted 
Mr. Clann, on the fuccefs of the after • 
noon, as they had been very fortunate 
in coUefting a dilh, to decorate the 

fupper 
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fupper table of Lady Betty ; and th? 
young fry, fuch as perch - and gud-^ 
geons, who will wanton in the fpCrts 
of a warm, though faint, fun, at all 
times luxuriantly enjoying the repafts 
nature aBow9 themi unheedful of their 
ddngtr. 

- • 

■ • • * . K 

Mr. 8iunmerfield» (£ii4 Mr. C^url) 
you arc much obliged to M^. Clanst 
for his pratc£lion, otherwife we ihoiM 
indite yon at cnir aei^t qua^rter fetliQiia 
for a poacher, Picqued at tlris re* 
proof, Mr. Summerfield replied, he 
thought he wais in no danger, though 
he {bottld wjctture alone to angle for 
a few perch, uny more thao when he. 
fct iprii^^s to catch lark&. Tak€ 

care. 
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care, returned Mr. Churl, iarcafli- 
cally, m your fpringes for larks, you 
do not entangle lambs. 

Mlfs Claan fully underftood th^ 
Ibrce of i4s retort, though fhe would 
not profit by it, and Captain Claim, 
fy^ng his fifter'^ embarraffinent, a$ 
well to exiricate her, as to change the 
fubjedt, afked abruptly, how he liked 
the new change in adminiflration, and 
if he thought the young minifter would 
acquit himielf equal to the expectations 
of the world ? or rather his friendi. 
Sir, you fhould fay, faid Mr. Churl ; 
The boy is an upftart. 

Here Lady Betty thought proper to 
ipeak in defence of genealogy, by ob- 

ferving. 
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ferving, he was no upftart, but of an 
ancient and noble femily> and was jiifl 
beginning to rehearfe his pedigree, 
(from the mother's fide) when Mr. 
Churl filenced her, by faying, that 
was not the meaning of his bbfcr^ 
ration : he was an -upftart in politics, 
a ftripling from fchool, like Bion, wHa 
is playing with his lifter's lap dog* 

Bion rofe from the floor, and made 
a graceful bow ; his elder brothers 
.found themfelves not fb flattered* 
Mr. Clann obferved, the abilities of 
the new minifter were above medio- 
crity, he was a ftar of commerce, that 
appeared only at ftated periods : a 
born genius : Mr. Churl Ihrugged his 

fhouldersi 
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jhoulders, looked doubtful, and then 
iaidj he fhould hope to fee him as great 
a man as his father, or be much difap* 
pointed. This declaration made the 
young gentleman friends with Mr. 
Churl, inmiediately, and they all 
joined in their mutual expedations and 
praifes of him, whofe merit will im- 
mortalize him for ever. 

Mr. Churl, though he hated the 
follies and perplexities of the world, 
was, by nature, a benevolent man. 
Mr- Sinecure held a place in a public 
office, very lucrative : he had a large 
family, they lived genteel, and with 
reputation : no money was faved -, Mr. 
Sinecure dies ; his place is vacated : 

What 
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\Vliat is to become of die family ? 
They muft not wtot^ Mr. Churl fays ; 
he fopplics their neceffitres, and their 
appearances are not ftitik in their 
trouble: they know their benef^or, 
and when he paflcs the houfe ki his 
carriage, ifanyofthemare ftandingat 
the window, he bows, with the fame 
refpedt,. as a ftriaii'^er; if he meets' 
them, when walking, enquires after 
the health of the abfent parties, though 
bis morning had been employed fblcly 
to find arid relieve their wants. 

This^ is not caHed charity, fcecaufe 
not known; nor is it oftentatioif , be- 
caufe n6t made a public topic. J^^ 
Ghurl is a benefa<aof to sH beneficial 

5 charities. 
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cliafificsi vmd&t the fignaturc of pri-» 
vaey, and thefy no fooner become 
kaown^ than they ceafe to give him fa* 
tisfadlion ; but enough of Mr. Churl i 
he would tell people their follies ; the 
rtaderrauft be tired of Mr, Churl's' 
company aione : let them reflect on 
IA» private virtues, when in privatfe^ 
and cmvilztOf where emulation is fo 
coftWidndabfe.^ 



We Xvill retUfrn to the foe fide of 
Sir Theophilus Clann, from which 
place Lady Betty had= already drove 
the favourite pointer of Mr. Clanrt, 
caHed Gaefar, and Miis Couftantia's 
ffill greater favourite kpdegy Cupidy 
^0 had long kid baiOiif^g in the 

warmth 
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wannth of her Ladyfliip's benignity : 
they were now in a corner, where 
Bion was diverting himfelf, during 
this political converfation* 

Nature had buried the affront and. 
reproach, with both favourites, in 
fleep ; they were enjoying, in this 
exile, undiflurbed repofe : but the 
lively fancy of Bion could not bear in- 
adlivity. At this inftant Lady Betty 
rung the bell for cofiee and tea, when 
the footman, haflily opening the door, 
roufed the natural vigilance of Cjefar, 
who, alarmed at the approach of an 
enemy, inftantly prepared for his de- 
fence, without any rules of war, but 
what nature had inflindlively given 

•^ him. 
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him, when, mounting with hade, a 
vacant chair, he prepared for the at-i 
tack, finding himfelf, however, im- 
peded in his aflault, he jumped haftily 
from the chair, to meet his foe, when 
poor little cupid, who had unluckily, 
by Bion, been tied tail to tail with 
his colleague, not being fo conve- 
niently placed for a defcent as Caefar, 
tumbled from the feat, with an alarm- 
ing vociferation of fear and danger : 
this redoubled Caefar's courage, who 
turned on his foe in the rear : the an- 
ger of Csefar, with the apparent terror 
of Cupid, caufed a general uproar : 
the pointer barked with incpflant ir- 
ritation, unheedful of his mafter'< 
check, 
VOL. !• G 1 Lady 



m' 
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Lady Betty loft her ufual cquani- 
nxity, and grew fick and iaint. Mife 
Clann (not knowing what fhe did) 
flew to Mr. Summierfield for protec- 
tion,, while Captain Clann, totally loft 
in every other, the fafety of Mifs Eg- 
gei;ton, (his wife) inftantly made for- 
midable the place of her retreat, while 
Mifs Conftantia, folely engrofled by 
her fears, for the prefervation of her 
dog, prepared, with hafte, tQ relieve 
him from his embarraflment, which 
prefence of mind foon reftored the 
quiet of the drawing room, Mr. Churl 

•r 

taking upon him to corredl Mafter 
Bion's levity, which was done with a 
gentle fway, and not without revert- 
ing back to thofe days of juvenile in- 

f 

difcrctions. 
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cjifcretions, which he flill remem- 
bered, and remembered with regrel^ 
^ many paioful fenfations occurred in 
the retrofpedl, which never efcapes, 
though uot fo forcibly felt by minds, 
warpt by the allurements and vices of 
,tbe world. 

r 

Captain Glann, and his fifter, fbon 
recollected their inadvertency, and re- 
fumed their proper feats, unnoticed 
by all but Mr. Churl. Mifs Clann's 
motive he perfedlly knew ; But how 
came the Captain to efpoufe that 
caufe ? Where was Mr. Clann's at- 
tention? not withdrawn from Mifs 
Eggertonj it could not be. 

G 2 Mn 
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/ Mr. Churl was puzzled, and feeing 
th^ agitation of the lovely wife, he 
Returned home, baffled, even by his 
own penetration, but ftill determined, 
in his mind, to develope a myftery, 
his fancied knowledge of the world, 
made him believe they could not' con* 
ceal from him. 



DIARY, 
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CONTINUED. 



You have often aflced me, Mr. Hum- 
phry, (faid Bridget, as fhe entered the 
butler's room, with a paper in her 
hand) you have often afked'me to 
fhew you the claufe, in my late maf- 
ter's. Sir James Eggerton's, will, re- 

G 3 ipecfting 
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jitfocdlng my young lady. Here it is> 
I will read it to you : * I likewife give 
to my beloved wife, «Lady Barbara 
Eggerton, two thoufand pounds, over 
and above her jointure of two thou- 
fand per annum, which I fettled on 
her, previous to my marriage with 
the faid Barbara, for her fole and 
feparatef ufe ; and all the reft, refi- 
due, and remainder of my perfonal 
property, placed in the feveral funds 
of three per cent, five per cent, and 
bank flock, with India Bonds, I 
give to my trtifly and well be- 
loved friends, Theophilus Clann, 
and Edward Calcraft, Efqrs. under 
this fjpecial trufl and confidence, ne- 

^ verthelefs. 



Pt^erthelefs, that they, tke 6^L 
%l?he^hikis" Clann, \hd^ EdwaSf 
^CiaJctaft, Efqrs. to fecure, and take 
charge of the fame, for th^ folc 
purpofe and benefit of my infant 
daughter, Barbara Eggerton, till 
fuch time as fhe attains* the age of 
twenty one years, not permitting her, 
on any account, to efigage in mar- 
mge, tin that period, if poflible, 
allowing to her mother, Lady Bar- 
bara Eggerton, a handfome gratuity 
out of the faid interefts, towards 
bringing her up, and to defray the 
expence of her education. 

* And my will is, that if the faid 
' Barbara Eggerton, my daughter, 

G 4 ' after 
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after ihe has attained the age of twelH 
-one yeaiSf, and ihould ^fpntrHf 
herfelf in marriage to any pqrflHv 
without the exprefs confent of my 
friend Theophilus Clann, then I 
will all her faid fortune to be for- 
feited, and to be divided equally, 
between the children of the faid 
Theophilus Clann, by Lady Betty 
Salton, my diftant kinfwoman, ex- 
prefling, at the fame time, my wifh, 
that a union might be pl-omoted be- ^ 
tween my faid daughter, Barbara 
Eggerton, when (he attains her ag^ 
of twenty-one years, and Theophi- 
lus Clann, the eldeft fon of my 
friend Theophilus Clann, now him- 
felf a minor/ 

So 
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:• So you fee, Mr. Humphry, there 
is no provilion, (as the Counle 
ikys) made for the difpofal of the 
ney, if fhe fhould die under age, and 
it will therefore go to Sir Charles Eg- 
gerton, the prefent heir, who enjoys 
the title and eflate^ 



Well, but Mrs. Bridget, that is 
' jav ftrange. It is no ftranger than 
fljfie,. Mr. Humphry, as the Counfel- 
.lor fays, and many learned men have 
faid, before he knew anything of the 
matter; for my dear Lady has been 
dead thefe four years. Now if my 
young Lady fhould die before fhe is of 
age, the Captain will lofe his wife,- 
^nd the fortune too; and Mr. Clann, 

G 5 nor 
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any body dfe, cannot marry her, 
is one and twenty, for if they 




'''Sir Theophilus comes in for ^ > 
the fortune; ^ndthis is what the Cap- 
tain is to fet afide, when my young 
Lady is ofagie. 

When that happy day comes, Mr* 
Rule, the money will not be hoarded 
up ; many poor and indigent will feel 
the benefit of it. The tears will be 
wiped from the eye of forrow, the pil- 
low, which fupported the head of cor- 
roding care, will be foftened. * Brid- 
get (faid my Lady), when I am of 
age, there fhall not be. a caufe for a 
tear, for two miles round my dear 
mama's houfe,, at Broom Grove. I 

will 
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will make every body happy : me 
^ftiy love, will fliare in the deligh 
beneficial affiftance, and you fhall li9c 
with me, Bridget.- 

The tears would ftand in her own 
eyes, at the review, and a figh heave 
2t the apprehenfive thought, if the 
Captain fhould be ordered away from 
her ; and that fhe could curtail others 
miferies, and feel poignant forrow hef- 
felf : but fo it is, Mr. Humphry, take 
the world through. Lady Betty, is un- 
happy, becaufe fhe is conftrained to 
converfe with people below her, in 
point of dignity, while Sir Theophilus 
ftrives to hide the infignificance of his 
birth, in my lady's noble genealogy; 

G6 but 
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t my young Lady has .birth, for- 
e, rank, beauty, fweetnefs of tem- 
per; fhe thinks not of thefe ; if the 
diflrefled are happy, fhe is fo. Mrs. 
Mildmay engrofles more of her thoughts 
(next to her hufband), nor does fhe be- 
ftow a wifh on the follies and faftiions 
of the world, folely confining all her 
tlioughts in doing good^ 

' In the mean time, Mr. Churl could 

- • 

not reconcile the contradidion of the 
uproar of the dogs ; he was a mora 
frequent vifitor at Iddleftone Lodge,.* 
than. ever. If in his walks round the 
park of Iddleftone> he met Sir The- 
ophilus (who was a great walker), the 
fiighteft invitation brought hitn ta the 

houfe i 



9 
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houie : ' Would he not walk in, ^Mjttjk 
' afk Lady Betty how fhe did :' aidfljj^ 
invitation kept him to dinner, to tea, 
to fupper: all remained a myftery. 
Mifs Clann had caufe to fufpeift it was 
on her account, as Mr. Summerfield 
was a conftant vifitor ; and Mifs Clann 
had grown unaccountably fond of the 
fry, which were caught for fupper. 

Lady Betty laughed at her partiality, 
but Bion, and Mifs Conftantia, did not 
fee any caufe why Nelly jfhould have 
the preference in the largeft fifh, 
which v/ere particularly remarked by 
her, if chance made h«r acquainted 
they were the fportive recreation of 

the 
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curate. Sir Theophilus and Lad;^ 
never ate any fupper. 

Six weeks had elapfed ; the fecond 
month of leave of abfence had infeh- 
fibly (no not infenfibly) paft; every 
minute had received its adequate value 
in the bofomof theapprehenfive wife i 
the minutes v^^re too precious to 
lofe ; fhe had rated them as they truly 
deferved, nor were they lefs eftirfiable 
in the arniable partner of her anxieties,; 
and her pleafures^ 

X 

It ' 

Captain Clann began to fear, what 
he too well knew would happen; and 
a letter from his colonel, now con- 
firmed it :. an order from the War- 
Office. 
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Offiqe, that tlie regiment was 'to pre^^ 
pare for embarkation to the Eaft lo^fr 
dies, as foon as poffible, to relieve 
thofe which had been ftationed there 
for three years, and were to return 
home. 



The lovely wife was the firft who 
read the fatal mandate, in the anxiety 
of him, who could conceal nothing 
from her; a warrant for execution 
would have been more welcome to 
his fiifceptible bofom : inceflantly did 
ihe intreat him to refign his commif-^ 
fion, to avow his marriage : (he would 
fhare poverty with him; fhe would 
fufFer every thing but a feparation : in 
vain her pleadings,, the ties of honour, 

his 
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j^s fupplanting his brother, the fi^owns 
an aiFeftionate father and mother. 
Will you leave me ? faid the fuppljcat- 
ing wife, when in private : I muft 
leave you, though death will be to me 
the parting. Agonizing were their 
private refources, and tears, mutual 
and endearing, only cemented a love, 
which each moment rendered more in- 
fupportable, in the idea of the ihort* 
nefs of its duration. 



Sir Theophilus received the news^ 
with afteadinefs becoming a man, jea- 
lous for the honour of a fon he had fb 
much caufe to boaft was his, while 
Lady Betty's maternal tendernefs rofe 
in apprehenfion for the perfonal fafety 

of 
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T 

«f tills lp<Wl^ ^hild, and fubfid^ 
•very thought, which had before beeS 
principally awake in her bofom, and 
the future General would have been 
difpenfed with, to have kept her Al- 
gernon in fafety with her at Iddleftone 
Lodge, in preference to all honours, 
or the crown mural, could it be 
affigned to -him as a reward for his 
valour. 



Lady Betty was by nature of a deli- 
cate texture, f ubjed: to the extremes 
of grief or joy ; her terrors increafed, 
as the time drew nearer each day, 
when the feparation was to take place. 
Her apprehenlions were magnified 
from the force of her fenfibility. Lady 

Betty 
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Jfetty had «ever kiflpv(r%H|Jiktrid *<^ 
t^ng parting from any of her chilli 
dren ; it wrought on her fpirits, and 
produced hyfteric fits> in thefe, her' 
alternate ftruggles of maternal love. 

> 

The lympathifing unknown. wife 
truly bore a part ; fhe hung over her 
with a grief, which in this fcene, 
could fhe dare to fhew herfelf-: her 
tears flowed voluntarily, and with fin- 
cerity, while fhe was agonized iftto 
torture, by the affiduotis care of Mr. 
Clanti, who wsis folicitoufly uneafy, 
left her health fhould fufFer from the 
attention fhe fhewed his mother. 



Mafter 
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* Maftfer Bion faid, Mifs Eggertdl 
:feemed as forry to part from Algemoh 
"fls his another : for his part, he wifhed 
he wis going in his room, (he would 
not cry ' fo,'. parting from hitn, and 
then urged his fuit for his father to 
^Ifil his promife of getting him into 
the navy. Sir Theophilus prbmifed 
he would . Mifs Conftantia faid, archly, 
there were gentlemen who would be 
glad to be the objedt of Mifs Egger- 
toft*^ tears, fhe alluded to the obfo- 
-quious devoirs of Mr. Compton, who 
Was now abfent, with his uncle, on a 
vifit to London, 

Mifs Clann remained filent ; indeed 

her obfervations were wholly engrofled 

by 
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i^jr Mr. Summerfield. But Mr, ChurT, 
who ftill vifited often at the Lodge, 
faw, or fancied he faw, a motive more 
prevalent than the afFedtion Mifs Eg- 
gerton bore Lady Betty, to excite her 
emotions : indeed, MifsEggerton had a 
great regard for Lady Betty, fhe was 
her relation, her adopted^ mother; 
nay, more, fhe was the mother of 
him, who was the objedt of all her 
iblicitude, all her anxiety; at night 
. only could fhe unburden her opprefled 
heart to him ; into his bofom did fhp 
pour the remaining tears, rufhed by 
the bed of his parent :^ prophetic were 
thofe tears ; many evils did her ima- 
gination paint, would follow, when 
he was gone. Who will fcreen your 

forlorn 
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forlorn Barbara, would fhe fay, while 
hanging with defpair on his fupport- 
ing fhoulders? Where fhall I hide 
myfelf from the folicitude of your 
brother ? I dare not tell I am your 
wife ; and if you fhould die, poverty 
and defpair muft be my portion. 

The tender aJffedionate hufband 
endeavoured to footh her affliiSions, 
by confolitary admonitions, he fhould 
be abfent only three years, at the re- 
turn, fhe would be of age ; he would 
then claim her as his wife ; that he 
fhould return in fafety j and concluded, 
with an affurance Providence would 
proted him for her fake. This hope, 
the bubble of deluiion, kept away the 

terrors 
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terrors of defpair, and it was fettled 
between the parting lovers, for Mif^ 
Eggerton to remain with her guardian. 
Sir Theophilus, till the twQ years had 
clapfed ofher being of age, at which 
period, if prefled by Mr. Clann, as a 
lover, fhe was to give him an abfolute 
refufal ; thus far they fettled their fu- 
ture intentions, nor no ferther could 
they look. 

The fatal morning arrived, when a 
poft-chaife and four carried Captain 
Cknn from Iddleftone Lodge, to meet 
his regiment, on their rout to Portf- 
mouth, where they were to embark 
in one of the Company's fhips, for the 
£aft-Indies. Iddleftone Lodge wa% 
5 now 
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now a defert ; that once happy fpot 
was a defert indeed ; a defert to the 
moft unhappy, as once, the happieft 
of women. Who can paint the part- 
ing ? None — For none were privy to 
it : all felt the lofs : the enjoyment 
they participated in together was no 
more : a cloud of difcontent appeared 
general, while the widow'd wife, only, 
in retirement^ found folace in her tears 
^nd regret$. 



riARYi 



144 ^ butler's diary, 



DIARY CONTINUED 



I Shall note this day (faid Mr. Rule 
to himfelf ), as the moft unfortunate 
I have known fince I lived with Sir 
Theophilus Clann, as it is the day 
Captain Clann left the Lodge, to em- 
bark for the Eaft Indies, for three 
years j left his beauteous wife, Mifs 
Eggerton : much trouble I fear will 
attend his abfence^ I ihaU note it in 

my 
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ttiflXuy} a» alio the day when they 
imrc mamedy which wat on the i yth? 
^kfl: Norembo-^ at St. Ddnilanfa in 
the Baft; ifv the <:ity of London^ hav-« 
mg taken lodgings in the pariih^ and 
were out^fkcd by the pablifhing of 
tSMmns*. M#s« Bridget Wallace pfefent 
It the ceremony r^ 

you, Mr», Wallace, (on h»r tt^ 
trance) will never forget this day. No, 
Mr. Humphry, nor the grief my 
young lady is obliged to concesd, while 
her heart is almofl burftins?* 



During the vacu?ura of fereiiky, at 
the manor houfe» Dbdor Ck)mpton 
fetomed to the vicarage, accompanied 

TOTL. U H hf 
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by his nephew, who had, in the ex- 
curfion, ventured to tell his uncle his 
attachment to Mifs Eggerton, with, 
his wifh to have them accomplifhed ; 
when he had the mortification to hear 
the claiife in her father's Will, and 
the partiality of Mr. Clanh, to his 
deftined conform Notwithftanding 
this repulfe, he viiited at the lodge, 
under the patronage of his uncle : atid 
as Miis Eggerton wiflied to throw off 
all rcftraint, refpeding Mr. Clann's 
pretenfions (and unhappily forced to 
appear chearful, to hide an aching 
heart, fhe conve/fed with the utmoft 
familiarity with Mn Compton, who, 
elated with this flattering dawn of 
hope, began to think ihe had no pen- 
chant 



• > 
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diant ^ the future baronet, which 
had been akeady diicovered by the ia- 
gacily of the Councellor, who flill en- 
tert^Uned. iimilai' wifhes with the heir 
of Do<3;0r Compton, 



■J . 



' Though Iddleftone lodge had abated 
in the ufiial feftivity, the -village of 
Iddleftohe increafed in gaiety. Mr*- 
CraJn, (orirather . we. fhould lay), Na- 
thanielCjaHi, Efq. (for he was in the; 
<;onamiffion-of the 'peace)- having- a 
finall eftate in the village, had -lately; 
eredted a new and elegant houle, under 
the .immediate iufped^ion of . Mrs. 
Cir^ni, and it being now "conapletdy 
finished and furniihed, Mr« Cram had. , 
with his houi^d, taken poiTeilion of 

H z his 



■r . .» 
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his hew habitation, where he intend^t 
te end his days in peac^ and quiet. 

Mr. Cram wias-a citieen^ and a vint-^ 
ner, in the vicinity of Teriiple Bit j 
his father left him a competent for- 
tune, gained in the fame hoiifb^ In 
the early part of his life Mi « Grant 
married) by which wife he had one 
fon> who> having been indulged by a 
f^nd mother, iti ey^ry fbUy, at tbr^ 
age of feventeen> by his indifcretiont^ 
broke her heart. 

Mr. Craitl thus>lt With tihas i^titv' 
grade youth, fought fokce in theame 
of a young wife> Mifs Flint, who, 

I r ■ r 

having a competent fbrtufier herfcl^ 

r 

flipulated 



•^ 1 



jRapulated wkh her pld lover, (pre- 
vious to the marrittg^) that he (hould 
(quit his buiinefs, keep his coach, build 
hot ihishbuS^ andb Sfi fa(ft» coihmehoe 
^-geiitlemMii $ tm office he ifd^ HrjiSH 
*|qualified for, being t plain down- 
tight man, and not fond of parade * 
^mtw. Mts. Cram was otherwifH 
yduRg aiid gay ; her thoughts wcce^ 
to appear as Mrs. Cram, the lady of 
Juftke Cram, and though he did not 
intend e Vbr €0 4(3:, (hfe foon prevailed on 
him to take out his dedimus^. deters 
mining, in h6r own mind, he fhould 
make himfelf confpicuous in the coun-^ 
ty, and, ferve the office of* High She^^ 
riff, whenever he was pricked down to 
appear* 
,.: ; H 3 After 
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After the marriage of the fathett 
young Cram was left to himfelf. 
Mafter Natty^ (as he was called) did 
as he pleafed^ and having, by chancy 
got into the company of fbme travel- 
lers, they had painted the fcQnes of 
foreign countries fo fancifully, that 
the youth foon fixed his mind on goin^ 
abroad : in this he was at firft oppofed 
by the father, but Mrs. Cram, whofc 
word was all afcendancy, faying it was 
a pity to baulk Natty's inclinations; 
Mr, Cram afTented, and he went im* 
der the patronage of the Captain (amp- 
ly provided with all neceflaries) as, 
what is termed, a Guinea Pig, on a 
voyage to make dilcoveries; when 
they were to be gone two years. In 

truth, 
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truths Mrs. Cram's removal of Matter 
Natty, was not fo much to indulge his 
inclinations, as a fecret wifh fhe had 
to introduce her own niece into the fa- 
mily of Mr. Cram. 

Mife Urlula Vulture had been left 
an orphan, when young, with a fmall 
fortune ; fhe was the daughter of hef 
favourite fitter, and had been mottly 
under her care, and was now fixteen 
years old. On the abfence, therefore, 
of young Cram, (her dear Natty) Mrs. 
Cram was dull, and wanted a com- 
panion ; fhe would lament his abfence 
(tho' fhe hardly ever had his company) 
and Mifs Vulture was fo often fetched, 
as a companion to her aunt, that Mr. 

H 4 Cram 
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Cramfbuad it abfolutcty ncceflaryto 
detain her. 



.Tins was the iamily which iio# 

came to Iddleftone, Mr. Juftice CraiA 

and his lady, with Mifs Vulture, coach, 

iervants, 3cc.; &c. In couatty ^H^gez 

it is always cuftomary to viiit ftraii« 

gers ; the family, irt Iddleftone Lodge, 

paid their rcfpciSis to Mr. and MrSi. 

.Cram, iblcly againft Lady Betty*s kt^ 

xlination/as they were upftart gentry 5 

but a hint from Mr. Churl made her 

comply : in due time and form, the 

vifit was returned^at the Lodge* Mn 

Cram, as we hav« otxferwd, was a 

citizen J liis ideas extended not beyond 

a Lord Mayor '"S feafl* or a tramping* 

dirty 
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dirty walk on the 9th of Novcmbdi 
with the Vintner*s company, to dine 
at the Haii, or be toade a member of 
tiie Court of Afliftants, was an honour 
he ^ould, while 1 refident in the city, 
have preferred to the Chief Magif*- 

Mrs. Cfahi ^ms a feitiien*!$ daug;hter> 
liut her idcis Were mote eiilarged, as 
^e havt fiiewn. Mifs Vulturfe had 
learnt all the mode of criticifm on 
drefs and manners j flie had already 
4>een taiight to difHHguifh in the gen* 
Jtlemen, whicb were i&res, and which 
not : m^. ^ings» ia her opinibn^ 
were funity^ and jfcA pe<^pk cairied 
"dieixifeives too Idfty^ m ^opoitioii <is 
. * H5 their 
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their notice of her became confpicu- 
ons ; (he was a darling with her aunt, 
and when* the vifit was returned at the 
lodge, began to ingratiate herfelf into 
the favor of the Mifs Clanns, from 
different motives; Mifs Clann hoped to 
make her a tool, to forward her con- 
nection with Mr. Summerfield, as in 
the opinion of fuch people as Mr. and 
Mrs. Cram, the attention of the vi- 
car and his curate^ is always fidi 
fought* 

Doiflor Compton was, from hk 
fortune, fuperior to the too often fer- 
vile attendance of dignified learning, 
at the table cf the ignora^ rich ^j but 
Mr. : Summerfreld foon became ihti- 

7 " mate* 
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mate> and a general invitation to eat a 
bit of mutton, and play a pool at Qua* 
drille, from Mrs. Cram, made it ne- 
ceflary for him to accept it, as often 
a^ his engagements from the lodge 
would let- him: this Mifs Clann knew, 
and therefore fhe eiFedted to admire 
Mifs Vulture. 



Now Mifs Conftantia fought her 
intimacy from very different eifedts : 
" they were nearly of an age ; Mifs 
Vulture had acquired by her education, 
what Mifs Conftantia's years had not 
yet taught her to forget : fhe had not 
looked at herfelf fufficiently in the 
glafs, to fee how much more grace- 
ful it was to fmile, than to roar out a 

H 6 horfe 



tiorfe tau^i or how picafini^ geHtie^ 
tKffe of manners wcpe, to the rude ex- 
^^ffions of I wilU or I wont, the po* 
€tiv€ track Mif^ Vukure had been 
taughtj^ and which Che detenniaed Id 
^ur(ue> the returning vifit would have 
(^ora that eafy famaiarity (ht had ac- 
quired), fuffered her to have giv^ilhe 
Counfellor a fkp on the fhoulder, for 
fiunething he faid> had not Mrs. Cran:^ 
checked her, with a * Fye Ufitiia-*- 
»ot fo free yet/ Mife Cbnftantia 
joined her in a loud laugh^ which b;^ 
the aunt was thought allowable*. 

Mr^ Cram's houfeat Iddleftone, hfti 
been two years in building ^ the two 
years were elapfedi, and Mafter Natt^ 



}9m txpe&ed ixxne. Sir Theophfltis 
jDoaidoneA him tx> Mr. Cram, wben 
Mm. Craifi took occafion to £iy» ihe 
>ho{>6d to fee him foon *.Poor Nattjr^ 
^ t long «o fee him/ faid Mrs. Cram> 

* he will be fo grown, we fhall fcarce- 

* ly know him :* but Mr. Cram fpoke 
iram real afie^bion, when he exprefled 
his.vdfhes ^his ^e returnw 



Tim6 had cooled the ardour of his 
ifecond marriage, he therefore recalled 
to Im mind the memory of the mother 
of his chSd : he recolkifted his child- 
ifli innocence, when he had no inftnlc- 
tor but nature; hefides> imbecility 
crept with certain pace> ind Mr. Crate 
vi^hed in thisj, hi& ibnjt to iee his fU- 

toare 
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tare heir. Mrs. Cram had marked 
the returniiig afFedion of Mr. Cram> 
for his Nat, and therefore thought it 
moft expedient for her, to contrive, 
and bring about a match with her fon- 
in-law, and Mifs Vulture. . 

Now it was univerfally allowed, and 
with truth, that nature had not been 
too liberal of her favours to young Mr. 
Cram, in the endowments of his mind; 
there was barely a fufficiency.: He 
was credulous, eafily drawn away, 
and a dupe to every f iiggeftion j thefc 
qualifications rendered him the more 
fit for Mrs. Cram's purpofe, and as 
there was a large fortune, which he 
mull inherit, Mifs Vulture thought 

that 
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that always fufficient to balance every 
defeat, eitherof nature or education. 

Mrs. Cram, however, did not fail 
to reprefent him to her niece as a very 
finart young man, and continually to 
Mr. Cram, was expreffing her own 
expe<9ations, that his fbn would re- 
turn home much improved ; thefe 
were hints thrown out to attraft Mifs 
Vulture, who regarded nothing but a 
competency, that flic might figure in 
drefs, and appear fuperior to thofe 
whom (he never could equal; rapa- 
cious in her nature, her whol<| heart 
was wrapt in the accommodation only 
of herfelf, unfeeling to the miferies or 
the wants of Others J her own fortuncj^ 

therefore. 
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therefore, though^ with <sConom!£j[, 
it might have aided and ]:^lieved th^ 
aifli6tions of others, was not fufficient 
to gratify her own pride%^ Where^ peo- 
ple are humbled by misfortunes, a Uttk 
given with a willing and a chearfbt 
heart, will fuffice to relieve the necc^ 
fities ofhuman infirmities. That^ howy- 
ever, a more enlarged acquamtaace 
might make Mii$ Vidture x&ore 
in favour with the daughtfers of Lad3f 
Betty, it foon {from hercc)nmid:ediltiT 
beral notions), made her the deCbilar 
tion of the ward of Sk Thec^hlhiSs 
Cknn. 



This tmhtppy delated itifc.oflfie 
moft abi«dbk of meo^ wiecompeHbit 

tQ 
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fo join a circle, in which Mifs Vulture 
bore a part. Mifs Eggerton was called 
pn to aflbciate with them in all their 
gaieties, while her heart, thoughts^ 
and wifhes, were now many milei 
from her native land. A letter fraught 
with the moft tender and aiFe6tionatc 
profeffions i>f eternal conftancy, and 
unfeigned truth, (under cover to Mrs. 
Wallace), had informed her of their 
being under fail about a fortnight fincev 

, But at this period, the brigg called 
the Providence, Captain Frankland^ 
conunander, arrived in the river^ 
£rom a voyage to the South Seas, where 
flie had been to explore a fouth-weft 

pailage> and in her, c^tne to Engkndi 

young 
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young Mr. Cram, who, impatient to 
fee his father, foon joined the group 
at Iddleftonc, in which Miis Egger- 
ton was of the party. 

It is neceflary to obfervc, that amidft 
many charges from Mr. Cram, to 
Captain Frankland, refpedling his fbn, 
was the care of him : now this, taken 
in a literal fenfe, means his perfonal 
fafety, and in that light, Capt. Frank- 
land took the charge, though Mr. 
Cram meant more in the expreffion, 
as his improvement was joined in the 
wifh, which unhappily the Captain 
miftook, and confining himfclf Iblely 
to the real gleaning of the words, 
never fuifered him out of his fight, but 

with 



with a guard of tv^'o or three failors ; 
and as he always cat with the Cap- 
tain, the befl: of provifions fell to his 
ihare ; and therefore, in Mrs. Cram's 
expe<Stations of his improvement, it 
was in the corpulency of his perfoir, 
as he was grown fat, and naturally, we 
may conclude, what he gained at the 
captain's table, in his improvements; 
he loft in his mental inftrudions, with 
thofe companions who had the guard 
of his perfon. 

Thus was young Mr. Cram, when 
he returned to England ; his father had 
left an order with an intimate friend, 
to inform him of his place of refidence, 
and the next day after his arrival, he 

fct 
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fet off for Iddlellonc, which place he 
dkl not reach till between ten and 
eleven o'clock at night, the delay^ 
{)artly Dwittg to his ignonpcc, axid^ 
growing cur k!>fity to notice ev^ thing 
on the road. 

When he arrived at Iddleflpnet i| 
was, « we have obferved, late ; th^ 
villagers were fome retired, others re** 
tiring to reft. On his enquiry at thif 
inn, for the houfe of Mr. Cram, bk 
appearance raifed a doubt, whether his 
errand was ftridiy juft, being drefled 
in a bluejacket and trowfers, to peo^ 
pie bred in an inland country, appeared 
formidable ; they refiifed t» tell the 
abode of our heron's fatheri till he, tra-^ 

veiling 
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vclKng out in queft of better informa-- 
tion, was, by the aid of a (hilling, con- 
dtidiCdhy^. poorpeafant to the gate o( 
his father's hospitable maniion. 

Now the gate was fo fituated, as to 
he at a diftance from the houfe, there- 
f^e, when Mafter Nathaniel rung the 
beH, his impatience would not brook 
the fuppofed delay of the fervant; ho 
rang again, on which, when the fer*- 
vaiit came to the gate, and beheld the 
appearance of the vifitor, he was not 
difpofed to be very civil ; indeed^ the 
y6ung Yquire's figure was not very en- 
gaging: he was near twentyyearsof age, 
talt,mv|)6bular> and as we have objfervedy 
fal^j his complexion likewife was fal- 
low, 
4 
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low, and fun burnt, from the heat of 
foreign cliniates : he had withal, a 
black patch over one of his eyes, from 
a flight affray he was engaged in the 
preceding evening ; fuch an appearance 
we cannot fuppofe excited much- re- 
fpedt frpm the fervant, although the: 
heir to his mailer : and on his bluntly 
afld^ig if Mr. Cram lived there, was 
rudely anfwered, in return, \ Yes,, 
what was that to him ?* What is that 
to me, faid Nat, and was proceeding 
to enter, when the fervant flam'd the 
door, and making it faft within fide, 
hurried to .the houfe, declaring it. 
was befet by thieves, for one was in 
a failor's jacket. This gave the alarm 
to Mr. Cram, who, declaring it was 

his 
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lus Nat, after taking an efcort of fer- 
vants as a body guard, proceeded tQ 
the gate, but not before they had had 
repeated rings from the bell, to give 
notice who was there, when Mr. Cram 
came to the gate ; he there faw his fon 
indeed, but not the returned finifhed 
gentleman, from travelling. Inftead 
of a bended knee for a blefling, as Mrs. 
Cram expefted, he gave his father a 
hearty fhake by the hand, telling him 
he was glad to fee him alive, and then 
lUked how, his mother-in-law did : 
Very- well, faid* Mr. Cram, rejoiced 
^ (he fight oif his . fon ; come in, fhe 
will be glad to fee you : They then 
walked into the houfe, followed by 
the. fervant who had fo ill treated his 



' » : ' .J r* 
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young maftcr, which he obfcrving, bid 

him not to hang a ftern, for a friend 

» 

was often taken for an enemy at fea, 
when under felfe colours^ looking at 
his own jacket and trowfefs. 

On their arrival at dic.houfc, Mrs. 
Cram, with Mifs Vulture, were guard-- 
ihg the door, to receive either friend 
or foe ; the fight of young Cram diffi- 
pated all their fears ; he faluted his 
mother-in-law, and on hw prcfcntirig 
Mifs Vulture to him, as her niece, he 
gave her a hearty fmack (not a polished 
lalute), faying, flie was a tight lafe, 
and would weather a heavy gale* 

On being feated, Mr. Cram, feeing 
he had met with . an accident abroad^ 

enquired 



,A butler's diart. 169 

enquired into the caufe of his patch on 
his eye, when he informed his father, 
that the preceding evening, in coming 
through Coyent Garden, to the houfe 
of Mr. Nack, his friend, a young wo- 
man begged his afliftance, for the im^r ,. i^ 
pudent fellow, who had hold,^j^cf/ '•'"•: 
was taking her awa^lphis honie, and, ? 
faid fhe was his wife : pitying the poor 
woman, faid Nat, I^ knocked him 
down, and carried Ijer away, but not 

■ ■ . ■ 

before he had given me a blow on my 
eye, as you fee. I I^aA.not got far, 
he continued, when fhe ^^ry prudently 
bid me good night, faying, ihe had a 
jealous hufbarfd at home. Did you 

« 

lofe nothing, faid Mr. Cram ? Oh, 

yes, faid Nat, the rogue contrived to 

VOL. I. I take 
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take my purfc, when the truth was, the 
man was conftable for the night, and 
was carrying her to the watch -houfe, 
and in return for the civility of the cre- 
dulous young man, (he had picked his 
pocket, and made an early retreat. 

The next morning news being cir- 
culated of the arrival of young Mr. 
Cram, compliments of enquiry came 
to the juftice from all the neighbouring 
gentry, among the reft. Sir Theophi- 
lus and Family fent their congratula- 
tions, and the defe6t of his eye being 

r 

ib much mended, as to remove the 
bandage, Mr. Cram being eager to 
introduce him to fo polite a family, 
carried him in his coach to Iddleftone 

Lodge, . 
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Lodge, where he was received by Sir 
Theophilus and his fons, with Lady 
Betty, and her daughters, in the gen- 
teeleft manner. Mifs Eggerton too, 
had an introduction to the traveller. 



It is ncceffary to remark, that at the 
firft appearance, Mifs Vulture beheld 
with difguft her intended hufband; 
but the idea of his fortune, foon fub- 
dued thefe prejudices. Mifs Vulture 
had, however, no attractive graces to 
captivate at firft fight, he foon beheld 
her with indifference, but the power- 
fill charms of Mifs Eggerton caught 
him at once. 



1 2 Young 
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Young Cram had, during his excur- 
lion, purchafed, at a cheap rate, a 
virtue and a vice, inherently allowed 
to be almoft the property of all travel- 
lers. An open expanded liberality, 
and a talent at exaggeration, or what is 
called, dealing in the marvellous ; but 
as his mental abilities could not curb 
the excefles of either; by reafon, his 
liberality amounted to profiifion, and 
his relations to incredibility ; he, how- 
ever, with Mifs Eggerton, gained 
fome favour ; fhe liked him for his ex- 
panded ideas, and flie laughed at his 
juvenile fallies. 

Mifs Conftantia, too, was an ad- 
mirer of his incredible ftories j he told 

of 
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of a fhip made of ftone, with fails and 
mails of the fame materials, which 
paft Cape Horn ; as like wife near the 
South Sea, of a cave, which fent forth 
horrible groans of mermaids and fea 
monfters ; with many others, which 
he told fo often, he at laft believed 
himfelf to be true, while the father 
would fay,. ^ Nay, nay, Nat, that is 
going too far,' on which the failor 
would confirm it. 



Mifs Conflantia lifTened to all with 
a mindful attention peculiar to a young 
mind, that Mr, Nathaniel, or young 
Mr. Cram, as he was now called, be- 
gan foon to think Mifs Conflantia 
liftened to the ftories for the fake of 

1 3 the 
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the relator, but his mind was fixed on 
Mifs Eggerton ; and before a fortnight 
was elapfed, an opportunity offered, 
when he told her he loved her ; and if 
fo be that fhe was willing, father would 
give him a^ good . fortune, and they 
would be married. What fay you, 
Mifs, (faid the contrafted failor, to the 
all accomplifhed Captain Clann,) are 
you willing to be my wife ? Mifs Eg-^ 
gef ton heard his declaration with afto- 
niihment, and after fome hefitation, 
told him ' fhe was engaged/ Nat, 
who never burthened his mind with a 
fecret, told the whole flory, and how 
he fhould have liked her for a wife, 
concluding with her declaration, that 
fhe was engaged ; and if that is the 

cafe. 
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cafe, fays the youth, I fcorn to invade 
any man's property. 

This declaration coming to the ears 
of young Mr. Clann, fanned into a 
flame the vital warmth of his heart, 
concluding it could be no other than 
himfelf meant. And indeed, the ftory 
of the intended union betw^een Mifs 
Eggerton, and Mr. Clann, having 
been told to the failor, he corroborated 
it as a certainty. . ^^ 

Mr. Summerfield, and young Mr. 
Cram, foon became very intimate, for 
Nat faid, he loved parfons, for they 
taught them what was right, if they 
went wrong themfelves. Mr. Sum- 

1 4 merfield 
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merfield thought him a proper tool for 
his purpofe, while Mifs Vulture was 
boiling with fpleen, at the little notice 
young Cram took of her, as was the 
aunt, though fhe did not dare to {how 
it ; indeed, nothing was farther from 
Mr. Cram's intention, than for his 
fon to have Mifs Vulture, and as he 
had been repulfed by Mifs Eggerton, 
from a pre -engagement, he looked to 
a daughter of Sir Theophilus Clann's, 
as a fit and proper partner for him, in 
her ftead. 



Mr. Churl too, was very intimate 
at Mr. Cram's, not that he could ad- 
mire the fo^ks, but he loved to mix 
with diverfities of people and opinions, 

that 
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that he might read all mankind. 
Young Nat called him the philofo- 
ipher, and often faid, he wifhed he ha4 
taken him to lea with him, that he 
might have mended his manners. 

We come now to a very intereftiog 
part of our Diary. Captain Cknn had 
been gone above two months, and the 
young- and timid wife began to fear aa 
evil, greater than his abfence, was like 
to befal her, and whaty at any other 
time, would have been the greateft 
happinefs, had he been at home, would 
now be the fource of the greateft mi^ 
ilbry, (he believed herfelf pregnant. 
Under fuch a circumftance, what was 
to be done, when there was only Mrs*^ 

1 5 Wal^ 



17! 'A butler's diary. 

Wallace to confult, and fhe was infuf- 
ficient to the tafk ? No time was to be 
loft ; every moment was precious in 
fuch a fituation, yet, what was to be 
done, as they had not provided againft 
an event fo critical : if fhe declared her 
marriage, while under age, her for- 
tune was forfeited : if fhe abfented her- 
felf from Sir Theophilus's houfe, and 
went into fome remote place, how 
was fhe to fubfift, as her ufual ftipend 
of three hundred a year, would, mufl 
be withheld. Mrs. Bridget having in- 
trufted Mr. Humphry with the firft 
fecret, it now became neceffary to 
confide to him the fecond, and to rely 
on his advice, it was at length mutu* 
ally agreed^, that if Mifs Eggerton ab- 

iented 



A butler's diary* 179 

fented herfelf, and remained privately 
concealed, her guardians could not 
difpofe of her fortune, as they knew 
not either that (he was married, or 
dead ; not that fhe had any doubt, but 
Sir Theophilus and Lady Betty would 
foon be reconciled to the union ; yet, 
as fhe had folemnly promifed to keep 
the fecret, till Captain Clann returned 
to England, fhe was determined to 
endure every hardfhip, rather than 
betray his confidence. 

After a delay of a fortnight, it was 
fettled that fhe fhould go down to 
Chepftow, in Monmouthfhire, to a 
fifler of Mrs. Wallace's, (who was 
herfelf a native of that place) and Mr. 

1 6 Rule 
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Rule (having the management of aH 
Sir Theophilus's affairs), fhould remit 
her a hundred a year, during her ftay 
there ; and if it chanced Sir Theophilus 
fettled his accounts in that time, Mn 
Rule was to make up the deficiency 
himfelf, out of his own fortune, which, 
from aa habitual parfimony,. was now 
confiderable^ 



Amidft alt thefe, her own diftreflesi, 
to leave the opulent table of her guar- 
dian, to be confined to a narrow pit- 
tance of fortune, with an increafe of 
maternal expences, and no father 
to adopt and prote6l his own off- 
fpring. Yet did the wife lament, that 
in this, her circumfcribed voluntary 

resource,, 
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tefource, it would prevent her from 
giving the afliftance fhe had wont to 
do to Mrs. Mildmay, horn and bred 
in affluence, now expofed to poverty, 
by the nlifcdnduiS of a hufband , by 
nature a tyrant, equally intemperate 
and improvident, difregarded her, and 
her innocent family, who, but for 
Mifs Eggerton's humanity, muft have 
been expofed to the infults of an un- 
feeling and unpitying world : but Mifs 
Eggertoa was yet too j^ung to know 
the deceptions of mankind, or their 
fallacy, which, from pradiices imme- 
morable, was made a law of nature- 
Mr. Mildmay was bad ; yet are there 
many Mr. Mildmays, but few who 
meet with a Mifs Eggcrton^ to.foften: 

and 
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and alleviate the pangs, by a generous 
and unfolicited afliftance. 



There was no alternative, after the 

« 

plan of Mrs. Wallace's lifter's houfe 
at Chepftow^ was propofed for the 
place of retirement and fecrecy. In 
about a fortnight, therefore, the young 
and beauteous bride, the lovely wife, 
left the houfe of her guardian. Sir 
Theophilus Clann, and h^ing ap- 
pointed to meet the ftage, at 'i certain 
place on the road, was conducted from 
thence, in fafety, to Chepftow. - A 
fon of the widow, at whofe houfe flie 
was to refide, having, ISy appoint- 
ment, come up on purpofe to condufl 
her fafe to that abode* 

Here, 
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Here, at Chepijow, was no fine 
wrought hangings to grace the ap- 
-partments of the heirefs to Sir James 
Eggerton ; no coftly furniture ; no 
burniflied pier glafles: all was neat, 
plain, and.fimple; the whitened wall 
enclofed the room, and round her ^ 
(when fleep had Ilolen unperceived), 
hung the drapery of ftriped green and 
yellow ; under this canopy (not of 
ftate), Mifs Eggerton flept fecure, 
though not undifturbed, peaceful, 
though not in peace. Chepftow was 
a neat pleafant town, bordering on 
the Severn : nothing at Chepftow can 
now engage our attention, fave the 
boibm of the newly arrived ftranger : 
but we will not at prefent intrude our- 
felve& into that recefs : a return to Id- 
dleftone Lodge, will aiFord fufficient 
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matter for entertainment, to which 
place we will haften, with more fpeed 
than we purfued, when on our way ta 
Chepftow. 

On the morning preceding the earljr 
hour, when Mifs Eggerton left the 
lodge, her not appearing in the break- 
faft parlour (as ufual) caufed a delay^ 
till Bioh faid, he would go and roufe 
the fluggard : on tapping feveral times 
at her door, and receiving no anfwer^ 
he returned with the information;, 
when Mrs. Wallace was fummoned 
into the parlGur>, to go and attend her 
young lady (as £he was always called); 
with notice, the company waited be- 
low : on her fecond appearance, it 

4 
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would not be doing juftice to Mrs. 
Bridget's theatrical abilities, in the 
pathetic exclamation, if we did not 
declare her to be equal to the firft per- 
former, in the power of deception; 
Oh ! Sir, Oh! My Lady, faid the af- 
frighted Mrs. Bridget (furprize and 
terror vifibly marked in her counte- 
nance) : My young lady is not there, 
but this note. Sir, was on the toilet. 
Sir Theophilus, with impatience, took 
it, (to \rhom it was directed) expref- 
five of her continued refpedl for hin>- 
felf and Lady Betty, declaring an at- 
tachment had compelled her to make 
a voluntary retreat from his protediion, 
not doubting but a future day wouM 
caufeanecclairilTement, in which him- 

felf 
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felf and lady Betty would again rein- 
ftate her in their good opinion, how- 
ever flie might now apparently forfeit 
it. 



On reading the billet, it increafed 
their furprize ; the 'Squire and Coun- 
fellor (hewed manifeft marks of diiap- 
probation and vexation, arifing from 
the fame caufe, with this advantage to 
the Counfellor, that his diftrefs bore 
the appearance of brotherly .affeftion, 
and enhanced his merit, Mifs Clann, 
with great caution, ventured to fay, it 
often happened, the moft prudent 
were guilty of the greateft indifcre- 
tions. 



Ladjt 
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Lady Betty lamented the ftain on 
the honour of her noble anceftors ; but 
Mife Conftantia avowedly and freely 
declared her approbation of Mifs Eg- 
gerton's condud:, in having the man 
flie loved, when there was a fortune 
fufEcient for both, and then hinted at 
a poflibility it might be young Mr. 
Cram : fhe was, however, feverely 
rebuked by Lady Betty, and brother, 
for her levity and imprudence. A fi- 
lence following the rebuke, Bion took 
advantage of it, by obferving, he was 
at firft as much furprifed as the reft, 
but on recoUeftion, his amazement 
fubfided, as Mifs Eggerton was not 
the only one who had lately left Iddle- 
ftone. Oh ! Mr. Compton is gone too, 

faid 



i88 A butler's diarv. 

faid Mifs Conilantia; this fuggcftion 
brought all to reflexion, and what, on 
any other occafion, would not have 
been regarded, was now brought and 
affirmed as proof politive, fhe wais ac* 
companied in her flight, by the ne- 
phew of Dodor Compton. 

It now appeared very evident why 
Mr, Compton had abfented himfelf fo 
long from the lodge : why, when he 
came to take his leave, previous to hi^ 
journey, he was fo indifferent in his 
refped:s to Mifs Eggerton, to whom 
his known partiality was ever acknow-- 
ledged, it was very evident they parted 
to meet foon again, and Mr. Comp- 
ton's going a few days before her, was 

m 

a mat- 
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a matter previoufly fettled, as a decep- 
tion : their declarations were fo pre- 
valent, that Sir Theophilus deter- 
mined to pay an immediate vifit to 
Dodlor Compton, accompanied by 
Mr. Clann, and fee if the unfufpe<3:ing 
good man was privy to the tranfaftion. 
They went, when the ladies retired to 
Lady Betty's drefling room.—— 
Mifs Clann renewed the converfation 
relative to the fiigitive wife, by taking, 
notice to her mama, that fhe bad ob-^ 
ferved a referve of behaviour in Miii 
Eggerton, ever fince they had been 
returned to the lodge, fhe had never 
wiihed to affociate with the chearful, 
and liked to retire to her own apart- 
ment ; and fbe had likewife remarked 

her 
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her to be particularly circumipedl in 
her condu(ft, before her brother Al- 
gernon, when he was at home, as if 
fhe feared the penetration of his ob- 
fervation ; and indeed, fhe ufed to 
think Algernon was apt to obferve her 
adions and words too attentively. 

On Mrs. Bridget's entering her la- 
dy's room, Mifs Clann addrefled her, 
with what fhe had remaining to fay : 
' Bridget, I fhould have fulpedted you 
to have been privy to this flight, had 
not the natural fright you was in have 
convinced me you were ignorant of it/ 
Me, Mifs, faid Bridget, no, Mifs, I 
would not have been intrufted with 
the fecret for the world, Mifs, I am 

fure. 
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fure, if I had, I fhould have difco- 
' vered it, from the great regard I have 
for my lady and the family. No, 
Mifs,* I never w^ould be trufted with 
a fecret in all the ferviees I have been, 
and I have been out in the world ever 
lince I was fourteen years old. I did 
not, I am fure, ever think my young 
lady would have done fq. My poor 
miilrefs, what would ihe have faid, 
liad fhe been alive/ Yes, Bridget, 
faid Lady Betty, the reprdach on the 
honour of the family would have killed 
her, had fhe feen this day. 

But we will accompany the gentle- 
men to Dod:or pompton's, whom 
they found fitting in his fludy, read- 
ing; 
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ing ; he received them with great af- 
fability and good humour ; but on ob- 
ferving a gravity of behaviour,, unufual 
in them, he, on enquiring the caufe, 
was informed of the unexped:ed event, 
^is well as their fuipicions reipe(9ing 
his nephew. 

The Dod:or heard the relation with 
aftonifhment, but alTured them (and 
with great truth) his nephew was gone 
to vifit fome relations they had in 
Wales, of which country the Dodtor 
himfelf was a native; they returned 
home apparently fatisfied with his af- 
firmation, atleaft, thathe was igno- 
rant of it : but however they were 
fatisfied, they had created doubts in 

the 
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die good man's breaft, he could not 
totally appeafe, for on reflection, he 
thought it poflibly might be foi for it 
was proof pofitive, Mn Cknn (what- 
ever his and their intentions might be) 
was not the favoured lover of Mifs 
Eggerton ; but as the Dodlor could 
not, from coQpealed circumftances, 
give them the full affurance they 
wifhed, where his nephew, and to 
what place he was gone, fo he thought 
it was poflible their fufpicions might 
be true, and the young known lover 
have deceived him; the matter was 
this : George Compton, the nephew, 
was the only fon of the eldeft brother 
of Doiftor Compton, who was left, 
by his father, to the pofTeflion of a 
VOL. I. K very 
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very fine eftate, but a train of diffipa- 
tion, with the pernicious vice ,of gamb- 
ling had entirely ruined him, and all 
thofe advantages of birth, education, 
and fortune, totally deftroyed and loft, 
he w^as a gentleman of great natural 
endowments, which were improved 
by an extenfive education : his wit, 
his vivacity, and agreeable manners, 
made his company defired and fought, 
when in the zenith of his fortune, by 
the firft perfonages in the kingdom. 
Thefe, with a train of other extrava- 
gancies, at laft reduced him to the 
want of a dinner, or the comforts of 
cleanlinefs in the change of linen or 
apparel ; under this debafement of in- 
telleftual perfedion, he aflbciated 

- with 
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with the lowcft of the human race ; 
he would lodge in the afhes of a glafs 

• r 

houfe, to fcreen him from the inclc- 
mencites of cold, or wander all night 
for want of a bed to reft his weary 
limbs upon : under thefe circum- 
ftances, the temptation to err, became 
too prevalent, and with a few more,* 
a« diffipated as himfefi", he joined to 
commit an ad:, which made him ini- 
mical to the laws of his country. ^ '- 

Doftor Compton had taken his Ion 
from him, at the age of fix years, 2k 
which time his mother diecf; and 
when this event happened, he (that 
the ignominy attending a public trial, 
might not ftain the reputation 6f i 

K 2 family 
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family hitherto unfuUied) agreed to 
fettle a hundred a year on him, and to 
make his fon his heir, provided he 
would banifh himfelf from his native 
country, to return no more. 

* 

This was readily agreed to by the 
aggreflbr, who retired to a remote part 
of Ireland, whither he had been gonfe 
four years j at the expiration of the 
firft year, a report prevailed, Mr. 
Compton had died, in France, and as 
fuch, a furmife prevented every dan- 
ger which might arife from any judi- 
cial proceedings againft him, Dodor 
Compton, by his filence, tacitly con- 
firmed it as a truth, and it was gene- 
rally believed he was dead. 

Now 
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Now though the follies and vices of 
Mr. Compton were great, yet his re- 
finement of undcrftanding, with his 
elegancy of manners, and tender affec- 
tion for his fon, could not be forgot 

by George Compton : he had a filial 

* 

and affedionate regard for a father, 
who had always treated him with ex- 
treme tendernefs : to confole them- 
felves, therefore, in this their fepara- 
tioi), it was agreed to hold 9 mutual 
intercourfe by letters, which continued 
(unknown to the uncle) till this criti-^ 
cal period of the elopemejit of Mils 
Eggerton, when a letter was received 
by him, to fay, that his father lay in 
a very dangerous ftate, and it was feared 
he would not recover. p 

K 3 Fired 
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Fired and alarmed at this information, 
^his duty was roufed, and he wiflicd to 
receive the dying benedidlion of a pa- 
. rent he fo much regarded, as he knew 
. he could not gain his uncle's approba- 
tion, he wrote to a younger brother of 
. his father's, who lived at Carmarthen, 
.informing him of the dangerous fitua- 
.tion of his father, and wifhing to pay 
. Jwm the refpedl he owed to the author 
,of his exiftence ; he therefore begged 
;l>JUPn to prefs for his company at Car- 
marthen^ and if his uncle's aflent was 
obtained, he would vifit his parent 
firft, in Ireland, and make Wales in 
bis return home. 



The 



A BUTLEk's DIARY, 199 

The letter was received, and Dodor 
Compton immediately gave his leave 
for him to go ; in confequence, Geo. 
Corhpton went, as he intended, firft, 
to the fide of the fick bed of a fond 
father; but as we have obferved, Dr* 
wCompton had doubts raifed by Sir 
:Tiieophilus, he therefore wrote to 
Ids brother at Carmarthen, to know 
if his nephew was tlierc ; but wip can 
only form a conception of his furprize, 
iwhen he received an anfwer, that he 
was not yet arrived. ' . .r ^; 

Urged by refentmcnt at his* ne*^ 
pHew's duplicity of condud, he hefi- 
tated hot to acquit himfelf of any 
charge they might lay to him, as-con- 

^' K4 niving 
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niving at his condud):, and being con- 
vinced, in his own mmd» George was 
the aggrefibr, to exculpate all preju- 
dice the family at the lodge might en- 
tertain, he (hewed Sir Thecq^iilus the 
letter, and avowed his belief of his ne- 
phew's diihonoorable coodud. This 
letter confirmed only to them all what 
they before believed, and in the 
warmth of the good uncle's refentment 
at the attrocious adfc (as he called it)> 
he wrote a letter to meet him, when 
he arrived at Carmarthen, expreflive 
of his anger, and an account of all his 
and Mifs Eggerton's proceedings, hint- 
ing, at the fame time, an intention he 
had of difinheriting him for fo bafc an 
ai^ion. 

This 
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This letter had fcarccly left the vi- 
carage, before another came from Car- 
marthen, with an account of the arri* 
val of young Compton, in health an4 
fafety, at that place : the incautious 
proceeding of the uncle, who knew 
where he was gone, making it necef- 
fary to quiet the fufpicions of the Doc- 
tor, though the nephew had no appre- 
henfion from what caufe they pro- 
ceeded, till he received the fecond 
letter. 



In the mean time, the abfence of fb 
lovely a woman as Mifs Eggerton, an 
heirefs, and the fuppofed intended 
wife of the young 'Squire, (for Nat* 
Cram had circulated her refuial of him 

K5 to 
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to. that only) could not be kept a fe- 
cret. It was firft wifpercd at all ta- 
hits, with * I hear, but I hope it is 
not true ; what a pity it is if it fhould 
be fo,' and then the confirmation, with 
"^ who would have thought fo much 
apparent innocence as Mifs Eggcrton 
pofleiTed, could be fo fly :* at Jufticc 
Cram's table it was difcufled with 
mu^h acrimony, by Mifs Vulture, and 
her aunt. • I think,' faid Mifs Vul- 
ture, * Mr. Cram, you had a lucky 
cfcape,' ' Yes,' faid the aunt, (who 
always joined the niece) * if ihe has 
thefe tricksy foa, you might have 
found (he had worfe, when too late to 
rfepent* The juftice remained filent ; 
it was* not a caufe brought before him, 

but 
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^ but the young 'Squire, Nathaniel, 
only fhrugged his fhdulders, and ob* 
fervcd, / He did not think MifsEg^ 
gerton would have flipt her cable; and 
put to fea without a convoy:' howi 
fomedever, he and Mafter Clinn were 
both in the famemefs, and he liked 
her ftill, never-the-lefs. Mrs. Cram 
faid, he need not have gone fo far for 
ft wife, for a lady .with lefs fortune 

, might have made him happier. 

» 

Mr. Churl, too, when the intelli-^ 
gence reached him, went to the lodge, 
but he had nothing to leafii, all tht 
myftery was now unfolded, he faw 
the attachment, and as his knowledge 
of the world had arofe from difap-^ 

K 6 point- 
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pointments^ he always made a point 
never to raifc a dbubt^ though he him- 
felf had come to a certainty, he re- 
mained iilent^ except on Sir Theophi- 
lus mentioning the injury it was to his 
Ion's wifhes ; he replied^ laconicallyji 
* it were' a pity/ 

Three weeks haddapfed, the" won- 
der of the day began fcnfibly to de- 
cline ; Mifs Eggcrton was not thought 
on in the neighbourhood of Iddle- 
jftone lodge, except brought up as ans 
example to daughters^ by mothers 
who remembered not when they were 
young ; the obfervations feldom turned 
in favour of the injured innocent wife;. 



Mr. Clann, now, from difkppoint- 
ment, or more perhaps from hurt 
pride, (though we will do him the 
juftice to £iy, he loved Mifs Eggerton 
with a fincerity of afFedtion) returned 
to his companions at Oxford* The 
Counfellor again made his appearance 
at the Temple ; he now turned over 
dufty law books, trite and old adages ; 
but none coujd he find, to reconcile 
him to a lofs he was compelled to fup- 
port. Bion was teazing for the navy. 
Mifs Clann, from the abfence of her 
brother, dkl not fee fo frequently her 
a.dopted partner : their meetings were 
forced to be clandeftine : the temple 
in the garden^ and Ehn-lane, adjoin* 
ing the pdrk> were only privy to their 

ftoFeh 



£06 .A BUWLEil 8 DIAilY. 

ftolen Hieetings, which were carried on 
with much caution> from fear of Mif$ 
Conftintia'ji jtiaking a difcovery, or 
the ftill more fagacious Bien. From 
the apparent indifference of the fa- 
mily, however, the world did not 
fcruple to fay they looked more to the 
attaining Mifs Eggerton's Tortune, 
]than the lofs of that deferviiig and 
tfuly amiable young lady . , 

When the fecond letter from Dec- 
tor Compton arrived at Carmarthen, 
it was read by the. nephew, vdth the 
utmoft aftonifhmcnt and vexation *r 
from his infancy, whfen he vms taken 
to be- under his uncle^s care, he had 
been treated by him with the tender*- 
^ 5 nefk 
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ne& of a parents the fuperintending 
of his education had been obferved by 
the Dodlor with the greateft circum- 
fpedlion : it was not only liberal, but 
attained the purity of refinement. 

George Conipton happily inherited 
all the attractive accomplifhments of 
his father, in his underftanding, his 
vivacity, and the elegance of his man- 
ners, without imbibing any of thofe 
vices which had involved him in fuch . 
.perplexities. He could not, there- 
fore, read the charge, of his uncle, but 
.with the utmoft abhorrence, ftill in- 
creafed with his difpleafure, and a de- 
termination to deprive him of that in- 
heritance, his word, and his indul- 

gence 
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gence had taught him to look to in 
future, when death fhould deprive him 
of fo good a friend and parent. 

An hour's reflection, however, 
brought his mind into a more com- 
pofed frame, and he wrote in terms 
the moft expreffive of affedlion, to the 
Doftor, afluring him he was in no 
manner, either as a principle or ac- 
ceflary, concerned in Mifs Eggerton's 
flight from Iddleftone lodge ; that a 
circumftance, of too delicate a nature 
totruft to paper, caufed his abience 
from Carmarthen, when his firft let- 
ter arrived there, which he fhould in- 
form him of, when he returned home, 
and not doubting his approbation of his 

con4u& 
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€ondu6t he fhould continue at Can- 
marthen, the time his indulgence had 
permitted him to ftay ; concluding, 
with the aflurance he never would do 
any thing unworthy of himfelf, or the 
honour he had,, in being allowed to 
fubfcribe to his being his nephew. 



The Doftor, on the receipt of this 
letter from George Compton, haded 
immediately to the lodge, to comma* 
nicate the contents to Sir Theophilus, 
and Lady Betty, who apparently 
feemed fatisfied with the declaration ; 
but when the Doftor was gone, they 
exchanged their opinions, and at laft 
mutually agreed, that the delicate 
caufe of his abfence, which could not 

be 
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be revealed by letter^ muft mean feme* 
thing relative to Mifs Eggerton, and 
he had fome fubterfuge to deceive the 
Dod:or, into a belief of his innocence. 

Mifs Clann faid, the letter, from 
that circumftance alone,, convinced 
her he was guilty of the theft, and his 
pretending to ftay at Carmarthen, 
when he fliould t^ve come home, on 
his uncle's difpleafure, immediatelyi 
ferved more to corroborate her in die 
opinion. 



i ■ V 



r Mifs Conft^ntia, on thi^ d^dteatioij 
of her fiftpr, rofe from her'harpfichord, 
%od.humriing Fal de riddle dol, told 

h^r to b?.\vare how ihe herf^Jfi^fcaped 
cti cenfure ; 



A butler's diary. 2y 

cenfure : for my part, faid Mifs Con- 
flantia, I would believe Mr, Gomp- 
ton's aflertion on his bare word, with- 
out thofe powerful inducements of in- 
tereft, which would lead him not to 
deceive his unck. Bridget, faid ihe, 
do you think Mr, Compton has ftoleu 
Mifs Eggerton ? Upon my word Mifs, 
indeed, feid Bridget, hefitating, I can- 
not tell, but indeed, I do not thinj^ 
he did, I am fure-?— What are you 
fure of, faid Lady Betty (haftily) ? I 
am fure, faid the embarrailed maid, 
Mr. Compton was not the favourite of 
my young lady. Are you. fure of that, 
faid Lady Betty? Can you fay, as 
. furely, vsdio was ? Mrs. Wallace, .un» 
(der pretence of fetching fomething^ 

hurried 
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hurried from her lady's apartment, and 
going to Mr. Humphry, told him how 
(he had been interrogated by her lady, 
Avith her fears they had fufpicions fhe 
was acquainted with the caufe, as well 
as the place of Mifs Eggerton's re- 
treat. 



Mr. Compton left his uncle's houfe, 
at Carmarthen, at the time he pur- 
pofed, intending to lengthen his jour- 
ney, by calling on a gentleman whb 
lived near Chepftow, and was an aflb- 
ciate with him at the fame college, at 
Cambridge : he put up his carriage at 
Chepftow, in paffing through the 
town, and croffing the market-place, 
towards his friend's houfe, met Mifs 

Eggerton. 
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Eggerton. We will however, now, 
totally drop that name, as the protec- 
^^on of her furviving guardian. Sir The- 
ophilus Clann, is entirely relinquiflied, 
(Mr. Calcraft being dead), and call 
her Mrs. Clann, though the name /he 
went by, at Chepftow, was Egger- 
ton. Mr. Compton, on feeing her 
there, ftarted with furprize, while 
Mrs. Clann, in the hurry and confu- 
fion of thought, firft fuppofed he came 
purpofely in fearch of her, or otherwife, 
finding out the place of her retreat, and 
underftanding Mr. Clann was not the 
man of her choice, he had wifhed to 
renew his former intention of making 
her an offer of his heart and fortune : 
embarraffed, as they both were, by 

this 
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this unexpefted meeting, Mr. Comp- 
fon foon recx)vercd his rccoUeftion, 
and faying fhe was the perfon he leaft, 
hoped to fee, but at the fame time, 
had the greate^ reafon to wifh for an 
interview with, incrcafed her agitation. 

It now remained no doubt to her, 
why he was at Chepftow : he faw the 
vifible perturbation of her heart, and 
imagining it proceeded from the re- 
ports which were circulated refpe&ing 
himfelf, or that poffibly fhe might 
have favoured it to fecrete the real lover : 
he begged, as a particular favour, to 
fee her home, as he had a reafon too 
powerful to refift, when the oppor- 
tunity w-as fo much to his fatisfa^ion. 

It 
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It was a requeft Mrs. Clann could not 
refufe, and they proceeded together, 
to the houfe of Mrs. Briftow, Mrs^ 
Wallace's fifter, where flie lodged. 

• * > 

. Mr. Gompton, after expr^pg his. 
fiirprize at meetiag her at fuch a dip 
tance from Iddlcftone JLodge, related 
the whole circuniiftarice of her abfence, 
of his vifit ta Carmarthen, and to his 
father; who was fiippofed dead, and 
then fhewcd her the letter, wherein 
he was afccufed of being ' the compa* 
nion of her flight, .^.k . 

The^ aiixiable wife was in'^i truly 
diftrdfled fituatiofif iher vifibk con- 
fufidh incneftfed thofe charois ' which 

'had 
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had been fo injurious to his repofe: 
he revived tliat hope, and in the re-- 
vived hope, flattered himfelf her elope- 
ment procieeded from a diflike to Mr. 
Clann, fokly, *and fhe might not have 
chofen a companion in her flight. 
Urged by thefe flattering bofbm*felt 
Mrifhes, he made her the oflFer of that 
protection, which he now almofl; 
wifhed fhe had chofen: he would 
have hazarded all thofe evils the 
threatning mandate in his pocket de« 
nounced, if he had been, and what he 
would now embrace. 



In diis declaration of Mr. Comp- 
ton, there was no alternative lef^: 
Mrs. Claim was compelled to tell him 

ihe 
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flie was a wife, but to whom, was to 
rema;in a fecret. She "then conjured 
him by that love he profelTed, not to 
divulge the place of her retreat ; he, 
in return for the confidence placed, 
vowed, on the word of a man of ho- 
nour, nothing fhould wring the fe- ; 
cret from his breaft, and in this afler- 
tion, he knelt down on one knee, and 
kifTed her hand, . as a folemn feal, to 
atteft his integrity. 

While in this pofture, Mrs* Brif- . 
tow came haftily into the room; but 

feeing them thus fituated, preferjtly 

"I 

retired, in this perfuafibn, however, 

that Mrs. Clann wa« not a married 

woman^ as a hufband would not be in 

VOL. I, L that 
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that humiliating pofture, though a 
lover might, and fecretly arraigned the 
condudt of her fifter in deceivin?^: her. 
However, fhe kept this opinion to 
herfelf, as fhe was well paid fcr her at- 
tendance on her ; and the natural ami- 
ablenefs of Mrs. Clann's manners, en- 
deared her to every body, 

Mr. Compton returned to the vica- 
rage of Iddleftone, and was gracioufly 
received by his uncle : the tender fe- 
cret was told to exculpate him from 
the charge of which he was accufed. 
The DoiStor forgave the breach of 
obedience to himfelf, as he could not 
but approve an adt of filial duty, where 
the tranfgreffion of the man was almoft 
to be forgot in the tranfcendant quali- 
ties 
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ties he poirefled, and from which He 
had £0 much deviated, or fo little pro- 
fited by, 

Mr. Compton acquitted hirafelf to 
a thorough convidtion at the lodge, 
only Mifs Clann remained doubtful, 
yx)ungMr. Cram was frequently at the 
lodge, he had ingratiated himfelf into 
the favour of the young ladies, from his 
blunt manner of fpeech, and feaphra- 
fes, and he made himfelf the more ac- 
ceptable, by generally bringing Mr. 
Summerfield with him, at leaft, to 
Mifs Claiin ; befides, they had loft 
the fociety of their fenfible brothers, 
and to focial minds, any company is 
better than none, notwithftanding La- • 
dyf Betty's endeavours to convince 

L 2 tU^xci^ 
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tjiem, how much, more edifying it 
were to fit alone, or enjoying the 
amufement of a book, or mufic, to the 
converfation of people fo low, and of 
fuch mean extradiion. 

Mr. Cram, himfelf, was a great 
politician, he read the debates of Par- 
liament, and had a news pap^r every 
day remitted him from town ; this was . 
a. recreation he enjoyed while drinking 
his coffee and tea at breakfaft, Mrs. 
Cram could not bear politics, ihe 
AYOuld often take the paper from his 

4 

hands, or his fpedtacles from his nofe, 
tenderly complaining fhe had none of 
his converfation. * My dear, why 
will you por^^ oyejr. that nafty newf- 

p^per :' 
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'paper :' Here Natty, you read it: This 
he •would do immediately, to oblige 
her, and in reading the lift of the fhe- 
rifFs for the enfuing year, when he 
came to Huntingdorifhire, he read, 
"with the voide of a boatfwain, * Na- 
thaniel Cram, of Iddleftone, Charles 
Hall, of Kimbalton, land Robert Stod- ^ 
dart, of Buckwortli, Efqrs/ Is it fo, 
• faid Mrs. Cram, with alacrity ? Mr. 

Cram caught the paper from his fon : 
he no fooner read the fame, than lay- 
ing tlie paper down again, faid, with 
feeming importance, and at the fame 
time, a determination — * I'll- not fervfe, 
rH fine.' Fine, faid Mrs. Cram; 
furfe, Mr. Cram, yoti wifl dieW more 
f^k : ydt Aat tdk of minifters and 

L 3 ilatefmeni^ 



222 A butler's DIART. 

ftatefmen, refufe to ferve your coun- 
try when called on* La I Uncle, iaid 
Mifs VultureHKi be fherifF, we ihall 
then go to tH&il^es ; and, faid Mrs. 
Cram, it will be the means of intro- 
ducing your foh into good company, 
and letting him be known to the 
world, and teaching him genteel man- 
ners : as to manners, faid the young 
gentleman, I do not much matter 
them ; I have enough,, and have feen 
the world enough, but I fhould like 
to be known. I knew as how, mo- 
ther and my couiin Ujfula would be 
for it at once, Mr. Cram tnade no 
reply, but calling for his wig and 
cane, fet out for the lodge, to confult 
Sir Theophilus how he fhould, or 

could 
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could contrive, not to lerve, and yet 
evade the fine, for as his years in- 
creafed, avarice had, as ufual witH 
age, increafed with it, and he grew 
each day fonder of his money, as every 
minute made It of lefs fervice to him. 

He fet out for the lodge, leaving 
the aunt and niece exulting in the fi- 

' gure they fhould make all the fum- 
mer : Mrs. Cram would have two 
horfes added to the coach, the livery ' 
ihould be changed, and the fervantg 
have filver apauiettSy as well as their 

. neighbours : and why not, MIfs Vul- 
ture faid ? for uncle could afford it as 
well as they, 

L 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Cram did not receive muchfa=- 
tisfadlion from his vifit to the baronet. 
Sir Thecphilus had ferved the ofHce 
about two years before, having had 
^a liberal education himfelf, and aflbci- 
ated v^dth good company, he made a 
figure as became a gentleman of opu- 
lent fortune ; but Mr. Cram was de- 
ficient in thefe particulars : he only 
knew good company from their fi-e- 
quenting his houfe as a tavern, and the 
extent of his learning was in a juft ar- 
ranged profitable bill, when called for, 
^and a bow of the head, >yith ** thank 
ye gentlemen,' when he was paid : he 
was fenfible of his inability, and find- 
ing from Sir Theophilus, he muft 
either ferve, or pay the fine, returned 

home 
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home mufing on the pain of refund- 
ing what lay fo fecure in the bank, or 
attending to the arguments of his wife 
and niece, refpeding the introduction 
of his heir to the world, but on that 
point he need not haye puzzled him- 
felf, for it was already fettfed paft re- 
vocation, by Mrs. Cram at home, and 
fhe and Mifs Vulture began to grow 
impatient for the time, when he was? 
to commence high fherifFforthe coun- 
ty of Huntingdon. 

Now Mr. Cram had views diame- 
trically oppofite to Mrs. Gram, fhe 
and her niece did ftill ehtertain the 
hopes of making Mifs Urfula coheir 
with the fon in the fortune he would 

L 5 inherit. 
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inherit, but Mr. Cram had never en- 
tertained k thought of fuch an alliance^ 
therefore, after the diiappointmcnt o£ 
the fugitive Mife Eggerton, Mr.. 
Cram had a wifh in his mind^-his fon 
could be introduced to the favour of 
Mifs Clann, and therefore liftened 
to tht arguments of appearance, in 
the. hope the young lady might he 
dazzled by fortune ; he had mentioned 
this to Mr.^ Summerfield, and he, to- 
forward his own defigns, joined Mr^ 
Cram, by thinking it ah advantageous 
unions he therefore ajfFedted to be 
fond of the company of young Mr., 
Cram, went with him frequently to 
the lodge, but Nat, not knowing the 
defigns of his father, or the ftill deeper 

fqheme 
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fcheme of the curate, creduloufly join- 
ed in all, unknowing and unfufpeding. 

However nought availed, Mr. Cram 
muft be high iheriiF, and high fheriiF 
Mr. Cram was; Mrs. Cram had (as 
fhe intended to have) a pair of horfes 
added to the coach ; the liveries werer 
changed from green trimmings to blue> 
with iilver fhoulder knots, (or epau- 
letts) the horfes were new bitted^ 
new harnefled, the manesr platted with 
blue ribbon^ and temple rofes of the 
fame colour, all under Mrs* Cram's 
immediate infpeftion, who valued her- 
felf on her tafte, looking with con- 
tempt on thofe who had no fpirit; 
nay> flic went farther, for in her zeal 

L 6 for 



f 28 A butler's jdiary* 

lor the honour of her buiband^ and the 
good of her country (which fhc dc-* 
dared was her firft wifh and induce- 
ment for Mr, Cram to undertake fo 
fetiguing and cxpeniive an office) in* 
cautioufly Mrs. Cram hoped an ad- 
drcfs, -dr a petition^ would he carried 
to the throne and Mr. Cram be knight* 
ed ; this fuggeilion had like to have 
deftroyed all they had planned, for the 
idea in his humble mind was fo pre- 
pofterous, that fearing he might be 
liable to the offer, was almoft ready ta 
pay the fine and cfcape both: fhe mol-* 
lifted his fears however, with an affur- 
ance, fhe had no fuch wifhes, and all 
went on quiet again, or at leafl if not 
quiet, in the track forwarding the 

5 ^B^^ 
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light of Mrs. Cram's ambitiDn, next 
to that of feeing her niece, the wife, 
of him who was to fuccced to ^1 the 
honours as well as fortune of her huf* 
band. 



Mrs. Cram had been fo diligent in 
all the manoeuvres ncceflary, that when 
the aflizes drew near, nothing was 
wanting; Nat had prevailed on hi^ 
father to buy him a fecond-hand Phae- 
ton and a pair of horfesl Mr. Sum^ 
mcrfield, at his requeft, was chofen 
chaplain to the ihenff, and preached 
the affize fermon; he went in the 
coach with the fheriff, his lady, and 
Mifs Vulture, the young 'Squire in 
his photon alone; few would have 

trufted 
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trufted themfelves with him; failors 
are unlkilfiil charioteers, many proofs 
of his want of judgment in guiding the 
reins appeared ; however, they arrived 
in fafety at the county town, in aD the 

. parade of fhow and confequence ; Sir 
Theo. Clann was obliged to be there^ 
he was fobpoened on a caufe refpcdting 

• a right of inclofurc, and of the pay- 
ment of the great tj^es on the occa- 
fion. Farmer Hedge had a long leafe 
of a large trad: of wafte ground, which 
by a covenant in the faid leafe was not 
to be inclofed or cultivated, but lay in 
common for pafturage, in the face of 
this claufe he inclofes the faid grounds, 
ibws turnips, plants orchards, peale, 
beans, and all vegetables, meaning to 

take 
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take in a large flock of fheep, of near 
four thoufand, with their Iambs, to 
winter on this ground. Farmer Ling 
brought an acftion againft Hedge, that 
whereas the right of keeping fheepi 
within that diftridl was confined folely 
to him alone, as his leafe would fhew> 
and that he payed a ftipen'd to hie 
landlord for the grant ; Hedge, in juf-* 
tification of his condud:, alledges that 
thefe four thoufand flieep he meant to 
feed and winter, were belonging ta 
an eftate, newly inclofed, and a part 
of the fame wafte ground, and long^ 
fince Ling had his leafe, but that 
Hedge had purchafed the ground, and 
had a right to do with his own as he 
pleafed. The judge was undetermin- 
ed 



ic vs tcCenvd Sat 



iicihr^af e toC ' -Jni die cassic of Hcdge» 
CI prc^izg li2S ytiy c HA to be jiift. 
The iuil W3S rxrrriifcng ly crowdecL 
Ladv Betty and her daughters were 
^baCj aad came in with Mrs% Cram, 
and tbe diapkioy Miis Vulture, and 
die {beiiff's fi>n ; young Cram in feeing 
diem fb crowded, called out ' ladies 
Uke care of your pockets,' declaring 
* they wanted fea room/ however, 
they got feated by the fide of the 
judges; young Cram lat behind the 
council ; in the courfe of their pleading, 
the council in behalf of Mr. Hedge,^ 
obfcrving the incrcafe of the flock 

were 
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were fo great as to render it impoffiblp 

for Mr, Ling to pafture them all, was 

anfwered by the council on the other 

fide, as no plea for breach of covenants 

the judge faid that the motive of Mr. 

Hedge might nevcrthclefs be a falu- 

tary one, and beneficial to die com-* 

munity at large, ^nd— 'hcreyoung Mr. 

Cram, who was ftrenuoufly in favour of 

, ■*• 
Farmer Hedge, eagerly called out * he 

•would bet his honor a guinea it was,' 

this caufed a laugh in court, and Ms 

lordfliip could fcarcely keep the natu-. 

ral gravity of his countenance, a gCTi'm 

tleman, too, who flood by him, ne-* 

ticing the ladies, afked him particii- 

larly if he Joiew that lady (pointingto 

Mifs Vulture) whb was only eonfpicu* 

ous 
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ous by her drefs ; who do you mean, 
faid Nat, that in the blue bonnet with 
orange ribbons ? being anfwered yes, 
O that there is my coufm Urfula, thefe 
incautious Tallies of the liigh fheriiF's 
fon, though it did not make his own 
obfervation good, that he was not de- 
ficient either in manners, or a know- 
ledge of the world, yet it anfwered the 
purpofe, his good mother-in-law had 
inftilled into his mind that he would 
be known ; a whiiper foon circulated 
* who is he,' it is the iherifF's fon, 
while Mifs Vulture beheld with con- 
tempt her deftin'd partner for life: 
were not all other thoughts (as before 
obferved) funk in the poiTeffion and 
governing his large fortune . Mr. Cram 

for 
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fqr a citizen^ carried himfelf through 
his office very well, as he entirely de- 
pended on Sir Theophilus, to whom 
he always applied, if he found himfelf 
. embarraifed, happy, fupremely happy 
was he, when he returned to Iddle- 
ftone, and could enjoy his newfpaper, 
and partake of all thefe honors in Ima- 
gination, which he never wanted to 
fee realized, for Mr. Cram was a pa- 
triot in theory only. 

From thefe fcenes of frivolous vanity 
and ridiculous parade, let us turn our 
eyes to Chepftow, where dwells the 
lovely deferted, and at this minute, 
the expecting and agitated wife. 
Near nine xiionths had paffed fincc 

Captain . 
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Captain Clann left England; a fhip 
now arrived which brought letters to 
Sir Theophilus and Lady Betty, with 
the agreeable news of his fafe arrival 
at Madras, in continued good health ; 
there were letters Irkewife to hishro- 
<hers, and the young ladies his fitters j 
Mrs. Wallace too had one, but it was a 
cover to a'tenderfuperfcf iption, addret 
•fed to the fair objedtof all his love and 
afFedtion; this was immediately for- 
warded to Chepftow: long expedted, 
every hour made the meffcnger appear 
tardy in his approach 'to lier, ^flifc 
thought each moment an age, till thb 
tender billet arrived j ten times (fid flifc 
prcfs to her lips the letter, cqtmlly aS 
often did flie fcifs *ftrc addrcfs befbrfc 

her 
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her heart could venture to read the • 
efFulions of love, though wrote ia a 

' hand, known, honoured and beloved, . ^ 
we will not attempt to traverfe the 
contents with the attentive eyes of her, 
whofe whole foul read a page in every 
word; vows of fidelity, eternal love, 
met the. impreffipn of a tender, of a 
fympathizing heart, and the benevo- 

, lence of unwitneffed tears, gave the 
eafe, which only could be adminifter- . 
cd cordially, in a total folitude . Mrs. 
Clann was allowed this indulgence 
of exquifite joy alone, . but the effects 
were not poflible for her to conceal. 
The irritation effcfted h(|r internal 
emotions, and a few hours faw. her ^, 
fijothpr, with a cherubim of. a. boy by 

hei 
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Ker fide ; happy in the acquifition fhc 
beheld him, with maternal tendernefs, 
fondly did flie clafp the infant, (to 
wh : ni ihe gave e::iftence) to a bofom 
^vL 'ch would be open, only to his ab- 
ienc fi:dier and himfclf. 



Thefe happy prefages of returning 
happinefs, alleviated the dull hours of 
a month's confinement, each day in- 
creafed the hopes fhe entertained of 
the growing health of her fon, fondly 
did /he trace every feature of his fa- - 
|her, the author of his exigence, while 
laying in her lap, his eyes conveyed to 
her imagination the expreflive wifhes 
of him who was fo far diflant, the re- 
turning and the clofing day, increaied 

thefc 
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thefe flattering promifes, while hope, 
delufive and deluding, led her to that 
period, when all her anxieties would 
ceafe on the return of her hufband, 
and his unknown parent. 

Three months had pafTed in the 
pleafing occupation of a nurfe, and a 
mother, the hours had glided fwift 
away, in this maternal tafk, though 
the hufband was never abfent from her 
thoughts, the fon foothed the other- 
Ijvife regretting moments for his ab- 
fence, Mrs. Clann was reading a news- ; 
paper, when an extraft from a letter • 
dated Madrafs, caught her attention, 
it was enough, no fooner read, thah 
the paper fell froni her hands, fhe 

gave • 
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gave a loud fliriek, and fell fenfelefs 
into a chair; Mrs. Briftow, (who was 
in the adjoining apartment) and 
the principal nurfe, being alarmed 
at the call, haftened into the room, 
fearing the child was ill, where (he 
found Mrs. Clann apparently dead; af- 
fiftance was immediately obtained and 
a perfon of eminence being fetched, 
he reftored. her to her recoUedlion, 
only to feel, and then to bury again in 
fenfelefs agony her irreparable misfor- 
tunes, for feveral days and nights a 
few intervals only ferved to fhew fhc 
was alive. Mrs, Briftow wrote to her 
fifter (Mrs. Wallace) the fituation of 
her lady, but nature will not yield to 

grief. 
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grief, and Mrs. Clann returned to life, 
to know and feel her mifery. 

When her fenfes returned her la- 
mentations ferved to tell Mrs. Brifto\r 
the caufe of all her fufferings, which 
till then fhe was ignorant of; * My 
deareft and bcft of men, fhall I never 

fee you more;" then clafping her* 

J* 

precious charge to her breaft, fbc^ 
would exclaim, you have no father now, 
no fuccour to fupport adcferted orphaa 
and a beggared mother. Mrs. Bri- 
ftow, who had before icntertained the- 
idea, Mrs. Clann was no wife, and 
that Mr. pompton, or at leaft the 
gentleman fha had feen at her feet, 
(for ihfi did , not at this period know 
inm. . J • M his 
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Ijis name) naturally concluding he had 
forfaken her, or was married to fome 
other lady, began to adminiiler the 
balm of confolation, peculiar to fuch 
cafes, expatiating on the vanity of 
men, how fickle and changeable fh^y 
were, and then threw out a diftant 
hint, as fufpeding her breach of cha- 
ftity. Mrs. Clann, from the clamour 
of her grief, was fpeechlefs at the fug- 
geftion, which Mrs. Briflow conftru- 
ing as a tacit confeflion, continued 
her obfervations by faying, ihc never 
liked fuch paflionate men ; I thought^ 
ma'am, when he kneeled at your feet 
he meant only to deceive you as he had 
done before 5 they have no good in 
their heart when they kifs your hands, 

and 
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and vo\^, and fwear, as he did; I 
thought then ias how he never intend- 
ed to fee you more. Peace, faid Mrs. 
Clann, in an agony of grief not to be 
defcribed, is it not enough that he is 
dead, but I muft have my charadler 
branded w^ith infamy; ftop your un- 
hallowed licenfe to profene, nor fully 
unfpotted innocence, or unimpeached 
honour and integrity. Humbled by tbfc 
fternefs of Mrs. Clann's reply, fhc 
became fubmiffive, begged pardon; 
^ If indeed the poor gentleman was 
dead, fhe was very forry,* this brought 
the fatal certainty again in all its hor- 
rors to her mihdy wretched, wretched 
woman as I am, faid Mrs. Clann, 
where (hall I hide myfelf, who have 

M 2 HQ 
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no hufband, nor my child a father^ 
Mrs. Briftow remained filent, but ftill 
in her own mind convinced j[he.wa« 
right in her notions, and indeed flic 
could not gather from Mrs. Clann**! 
words any, but rather a confirmation of 
her firft fufpicions. 

Mrs. Briftow's letter to her lifter 
was anfwered immediately by Mrs, 
'Wallace, exprcffive of her concern for 
the health and life of Mifs Eggertori, 
(for though Mrs. Briftow was told by 
her fifter, Mifs Eggerton was married, 
yet, for particular reafons, chofe to re- 
tain her own name, they not choofing 
to confide the fecret to more than al-- 
ready knew it) Mrs. Wallace judging 
from what caufc her violent diforder 

proceeded^ 
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proceeded, exprcfled the great grief 

the family were in for the death of 

, Captain Clann in the Eaft Indies, who 

was killed in battle, when a vidtory 

-was obtained by the Englifh troops; 

his deaths were found in the field after 

the a<5li6n, but what, or for what cauie 

c they. had diffiofed of the body, none 

could conjedurc ; the cloaflis of feve- 

ral others were found too. After relate 

iing an event which ihe knew would 

; confirm to her lady^i^^he greateft mis- 

zfortune flie could poffibly kmow^ in- . 

^rais her, through the fame channel, 

•Mrs. Briftow's letter, that, prcvi- 

cous to this -melancholy event, they 

.had received intelligence of the death 

of Mr. Grey, Lady Betty's brother- 

Iin*law, whohad^hedimnifuifi^y^rich, 

leaving 
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leaving twenty thoufand pounds to 
each of Lady Betty's children, when 
they attained the age of twenty-one^ 
or the day of marriage, without any 
reftri(5lion whatever: a handfome le-- 
gacy to Lady Betty and Sir Thcophi- 
lus, and the remainder, which ivas 
confiderable, to his nejAew Philip 
Grey, his elder brother*s ion, and 
made him executor and refiduary lega«* 
tee 3 five thoufand pounds were added 
in addition to Mifs Clanh, as fhc was 
his goddaughter, and bore his name: 
thefe united revolutions^ the unfi>rtik-» 
nate death of a brother, and the acca** 
mulated fortune brought the ftudente 
again to Iddleftone Lodge, from Ox- 
ford, and the Temple. The *Squisc 
had fupported the greateil lofs he could 

fufbua 
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ruftain in the defedion of Mifs Egger- 
ton;; ignorant how feverely the death 
of his brother wounded her peace; the 
Counfellor, indolent by nature, and 
not litigious, enjoyed the idea of com- 
fort in an independence, which almoft 
reconciled him to an event, fo prema- 
ture and unexped;ed ; he endeavoured 
to adminiiler confolation to Lady 
Betty, who waS inconfolable for the 
death of her fon. Bion was com- 
miiConed as a midfhipman^ and gone 
in the Ad:ive man of war, to the wef- 
tern iilands; the Counfellor, in his 
mind, totally renounced all law pro- 
ceedings, and having never afpired 
himfelf to the high honour of * Keeper 
of the great feal/ determined to live 
08 his own inclination led him, on his 



\ 
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uncle's bounty, and the future divifio« - 
of his father's fortune; a few weeks 
had cooUed the impatience of grieiv 
(every where but at Chepftow, there 
inceffant lamentations followed each 
rifing and fetting fun) the lawyer be- 
gan to look towards the legacy of hii ■ 
deceafed brother, if Mr. Grey died 
before him, it would come in a divi- 
lion to his father firft, ani then to them ; 
• but if his brother died before the uncl«, 
it became a lapfed legacy, and would 
link in the refiduom to Mr; Grey ; it 
^was a fuggellion worthy confideration, 
and methods were put to ufe^- to find 
the proper dates of the death ^of each 
refpeftively. 

SNJD OF VOL^ I^ 
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